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ETRAIGHT FACTS, INTELLIGENT OPINION

About The
Perplex City
Sentinel

The Perplex City Sentinel is acknowledged
as the newspaper of record of the city. Its
award-winning investigative journalism and
incisive features make it not only the finest
newspaper in the city but also its best-selling
daily paper.

The Sentinel was founded in 89AC by the
legendary property developer and industrialist
Redward Innes. A colourful personality, legend
has it that Innes set up the newspaper (then
called the Perplex City Sentinel and Working
Man’s Friend) simply in order to settle a
grudge against a business rival, whose Perplex
City Vanguard was then the leading paper in
the city. Innes ran the paper at a loss for the
first 10 years of production, mainly owing to
the large-scale puzzle contests he personally
bankrolled and successfully put the Vanguard
out of business. It was during this period that
the Sentinel ran its infamous “Girls of the
Academy” series, in a further attempt to boost
sales. In 107 the Vanguard and the Sentinel
merged, although the Vanguard name was
swiftly dropped from the masthead.

After Innes’ death in 115, The Sentinel
experiencedaperiod of decliningsales,and was
eventually purchased by the Heathcote Group
(which also includes Heathcote Assurance and
Heathcote Regional Development Corp) in
137. Heathcote’s then director, Ram Zadorin,
brought in maverick editor Emmi Hartlin
under whose steady hand the paper regained
its former prominence, this time on the basis
of fine reporting and a dedication to intelligent
information, rather than contests and prizes.

Hartlin, who edited the paper from 138 until
her retirement in 156, built the tradition of
accuracy and detached opinion which endures
to this day.

After the short and rather lacklustre editorship
of Sabine Wells, whose major contribution
to the Sentinel is generally acknowledged to
have been her appointment of five different
fishing correspondents in a single year, the
management board appointed a rather more
lively editor: Carl Bauer. Bauer was, of
course, fortunate to become editor during the
great political scandals of 167, but it cannot
be denied that the Sentinel developed its
investigative journalism greatly during this
period. The Sentinel’s investigative work in
174, which led to the resignation of the leader
of the City Council and seven deputies, is now
the stuff of legend.

The Sentinel has had three previous editors
in the current century: Theo Tao whose
modernisation of the production process,
though painful at the time, secured the paper’s
future, Veronica Ruiz, famed for her coolness
under pressure, who focused the paper more
on foreign affairs than had been the case in
the past and Armand Levi, who made the leap
from journalism to politics in 262, and is now
a representative on the City Council.

The Perplex City Sentinel is owned by
the Heathcote Group, a subsidiary of CIM
Holdings.
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Subscriptions

Thank you for your interest in subscribing
to the Perplex City Sentinel!

There’s never been a better time to
become a Sentinel subscriber. With every
issue, you’ll get the latest events, hottest
sporting news, and level, educated
opinion about the issues that matter to
you. The Sentinel delivers Perplex City to
your doorstep -- every day of the week.

Short-term  subscriptions cost a
reasonable PCL70 a week, or you can
save with our year-long subscription for
only PCL2,350.

What are you waiting for? Subscribe
now!

Advertising

The Perplex City Sentinel is seen by
over 5 million sets of eyes every single
day. There is no better way to get your
message across to an educated, high-
income audience than to run in the
Sentinel.

Advertising space is available for both
the online and print editions of the
Sentinel. You may request a copy of our
media kit, which contains more specific
information, including demographic
data. Currently, we accept payment in
Lecks only, and will not send the media
kit out of the city.

All advertising materials are subject
to editorial review by the Sentinel. We
reserve the right to refuse to insert any
placement for any reason.

For more information onrates, production
specifications, and deadlines for display
ads, please send email to advertise@
perplexcitysentinel.com.

Ifyou are interested in placing a classified
ad, please send email to classifieds@
perplexcitysentinel.com.
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Contact us

The appropriate method of contacting the
Sentinel will depend on what you require.

For subscription information, please see our
subscriptions page.

For advertising information, including
classifieds, please see our advertising page.

For information on purchasing reprints, see
our reprints page.

If you would like to write a letter to the
editor, please write email to letters@
perplexcitysentinel.com. Every week, a
Star Letter will receive five points on the
Perplexcity.com leaderboard, so please
include your Perplexcity.com username.

If you are interested in submitting news
to the Sentinel, please email news@
perplexcitysentinel.com.

The View from Earth column is currently
accepting submissions from its Earth
readership. Topics that may be covered vary;
in general, we give higher consideration to
pieces that provide an Earth-centric point
of view on the culture and current events in
Perplex City, though we will consider other
topics, particularly if they are well-written.
Articles should be roughly 600 words long.
We are more likely to accept articles that are
longer than those that are short of that mark.

Please submit completed articles for
consideration to news@perplexcitysentinel.
com with ‘View from Earth’ in the subject
line. Articles should be submitted as plaintext
attachments or should be included in the body
of your email. Include the pen name you wish

to use, your Perplexcity.com username, and a
photograph of yourself for our artists to work
from.

It 1s preferred if your article is included in
the body of your email, rather than as an
attachment. View from Earth columnists will
receive ten points on the Perplexcity.com
leaderboard.

For all other purposes, link to the Sentinel with
your key and a customer support representative
will help to direct your call.

Reprints

Want extra copies of that great review
or interview for your corporate media
kit? The Perplex City Sentinel provides
reprints at reasonable rates. To inquire
about rates and availability, email reprints@
perplexcitysentinel.com.

All articles and content featured in the Perplex
City Sentinel are the exclusive intellectual
property of the Sentinel itself. Copying the
Sentinel or elements of it without explicit
permission is strictly forbidden, except under
the Fair Use terms laid out by the Office of
the Council.
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The Perplex City Sentinel maintains a
stable of freelance and contract reporters.
If you are interested in writing up a news
event for the Sentinel, please write email to
news@perplexcitysentinel.com.
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Cube Stolen in
Deadly Raid

By IONA RODIE

The Receda Cube was stolen from the
Academy museum last night in a raid which
left one security guard dead. Police chief Eoin
Morgan described the theft, which took place
during the Annual Academy Ball as “highly
organised and technologically sophisticated.”
Fran Mendling, 42, was killed with a neuro-
suppressant device, making it impossible to
pinpoint the time of death.

Academy spokesperson Valerian Reynolds
revealed that security cameras and sensors
were offline throughout the Ball. She confirmed
the thieves reprogrammed portions of the
Academy’s security systems, disabling three
different forms of security without tripping
warning alarms. Academy security personnel
discovered the theft at 2am when security
guard Mendling failed to check in for her shift
change. Police as yet have no suspects and are
still questioning ball attendees.

Perplex City Council leader Camryn Scott
confirmed today that a police task force
will work with Academy experts to find the
culprits. She said: “The murderers of Fran
Mendling will pay for their crimes. Those
who perpetrated this heinous act should know
that we will find them, and that we will bring
them to justice.”

Sente Kiteway, Master of the Academy, said
in a statement today: “As is well-known, the
Cube is a unique object, with certain unusual
properties. We have full confidence that, using
our knowledge of its composition, we will be
able to trace it without difficulty, wherever it
may be. The Cube is not only an object of great

significance to the city but also a technological
wonder in its own right. We are committed to
ensuring its safe return.” He was not available
for further comment.

Possible motives for the theft remain unclear.
A ransom demand is seen as one likely
development, as the Cube, whose value is
almost incalculable, could not be sold on
the open market. John Ha, owner of the Ha
Gallery on the Mobius Strip, conjectured that
the Cube may have been stolen “to order” for
a wealthy collector.

Academy insiders told reporters today that
security has been notoriously lax on the
night of the winter ball, the high point of the
Academy’s social calendar. One high-ranking
Academy official who preferred not to be
named, remarked: “Security’s a joke on ball
night. The Academy focuses all its security on
the ball, to make sure no one gatecrashes their
exclusive party.” In previous years, the annual
ball has been the occasion of various student
pranks including the “sofas in the stairwell”
incident.

The Receda Cube is an archaeological
artifact of unknown origin. It has unusual
scientific properties, and has been extensively
investigated by the Academy over recent
years. Several religious and mystical groups
around Perplex City hold the Cube as an object
of reverence. It is housed in the Academy
museum and has been on public display since
228. The last serious attempt at theft was in
late April of 235.
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Cube Stolen in
Deadly Raid

By IONA RODIE

The Receda Cube was stolen from the
Academy museum last night in a raid which
left one security guard dead. Police chief Eoin
Morgan described the theft, which took place
during the Annual Academy Ball as “highly
organised and technologically sophisticated.”
Fran Mendling, 42, was killed with a neuro-
suppressant device, making it impossible to
pinpoint the time of death.

Academy spokesperson Valerian Reynolds
revealed that security cameras and sensors
were offline throughout the Ball. She confirmed
the thieves reprogrammed portions of the
Academy’s security systems, disabling three
different forms of security without tripping
warning alarms. Academy security personnel
discovered the theft at 2am when security
guard Mendling failed to check in for her shift
change. Police as yet have no suspects and are
still questioning ball attendees.

Perplex City Council leader Camryn Scott
confirmed today that a police task force
will work with Academy experts to find the
culprits. She said: “The murderers of Fran
Mendling will pay for their crimes. Those
who perpetrated this heinous act should know
that we will find them, and that we will bring
them to justice.”

Sente Kiteway, Master of the Academy, said
in a statement today: “As is well-known, the
Cube is a unique object, with certain unusual
properties. We have full confidence that, using
our knowledge of its composition, we will be
able to trace it without difficulty, wherever it
may be. The Cube is not only an object of great

significance to the city but also a technological
wonder in its own right. We are committed to
ensuring its safe return.” He was not available
for further comment.

Possible motives for the theft remain unclear.
A ransom demand is seen as one likely
development, as the Cube, whose value is
almost incalculable, could not be sold on
the open market. John Ha, owner of the Ha
Gallery on the Mobius Strip, conjectured that
the Cube may have been stolen “to order” for
a wealthy collector.

Academy insiders told reporters today that
security has been notoriously lax on the
night of the winter ball, the high point of the
Academy’s social calendar. One high-ranking
Academy official who preferred not to be
named, remarked: “Security’s a joke on ball
night. The Academy focuses all its security on
the ball, to make sure no one gatecrashes their
exclusive party.” In previous years, the annual
ball has been the occasion of various student
pranks including the “sofas in the stairwell”
incident.

The Receda Cube is an archaeological
artifact of unknown origin. It has unusual
scientific properties, and has been extensively
investigated by the Academy over recent
years. Several religious and mystical groups
around Perplex City hold the Cube as an object
of reverence. It is housed in the Academy
museum and has been on public display since
228. The last serious attempt at theft was in
late April of 235.
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Receda Cube
Recovery Plan
Unveiled

By IONA RODIE

Academy Master Sente Kiteway’s plans
for retrieving the Receda Cube were finally
unveiled today. Speaking at a press conference,
spokesperson Valerian Reynolds confirmed
that Kiteway is releasing a card-based puzzle
game on Earth, not unlike some of our own
PCAG games, with a point system for prestige
and ranking. Some of these cards have now
been released to 333 individuals on Earth as a
limited-edition preview.

“The objective of this game is threefold,”
said Reynolds. “First, we need to attract
attention to our situation, to better our odds
of locating the Cube. Second, we have to
inform the people of Earth about ourselves
and our culture. Third, we hope that this game
will encourage the people of Earth to take a
playful approach to the problem, leading to
more creative thinking.”

Letters from the people of Earth to the Sentinel
have betrayed confusion; some Cube-seekers
appear now to believe that the Cube is merely
a “reward” to be awarded to the searcher
who accrues the most points. “Even Sente’s
most vocal opponents don’t seriously believe
he knows where it is now, and is somehow
concealing it,” agreed City Council Leader
Camryn Scott. “It’s simply unthinkable.”

Advertisement
It remains to be seen, however, whether

Sente’s players will be able to locate the Cube
based on the information released in these

cards and in the increasing number of Perplex
City web sites available on Earth. “Why does
Sente believe the people on Earth can solve
a mystery that has eluded our own police?
However much they find out about us from
this game, why should we think they’ll be
able to use that information to find the Cube?”
asked City Councilor Kyra Anghanda.

Reynolds was bullish in the face of criticism
regarding the shroud of secrecy that the
Academy has thrown over the project. “The
fact remains that the thief or thieves are still at
large in our city,” she said. “We do not know
to what lengths they may go to subvert our
aims; we had to keep our plan secret here in
the city until we were ready to reveal it to the
people of Earth, and we make no apology for
having done so. ... We have had to overcome
significant technological barriers, and we have
many yet to come,” she added.

Reynolds admitted that, even if the Cube
should be located, the means to transport it
back to Perplex City is not available. “We will
rest easier simply knowing it is in a safe place
on Earth,” she said.

The Receda Cube was stolen from the
Academy Museum over a year ago, and
subsequently traced to Earth. Master Kiteway
has been under significant political and public
pressure both to retrieve the Cube, and to
release details surrounding his plan to do so.
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Centrifuge Buys
KSI

By AMBER MAI-WAN

Security heavyweight Centrifuge Inc.
has announced a buyout of its high-end
competitor, Key Surety Inc., for PCL2.3
billion in cash and stock. KeySurety
does not have a significant market share,
but it does have a strong reputation
for innovation and reliability in an
increasingly important marketplace.

Centrifuge CEO Halima Bourne said,
“The technologies Key Surety brings to
Centrifuge will help us strengthen both
our own market share, and the position
of our customers.” Bourne pointed out
that Key Surety had been significantly
weakened by a decades-long court battle
over interoperability standards, and it had
desperately needed an infusion of fresh
capital to stay solvent. “It came down
to this: they really needed our money,
and we really needed their R&D team,”
Bourne said.

Under the terms of the agreement, Key
Surety will remain as an independent but
wholly-owned subsidiary of Centrifuge
for one year. After that transition period,
senior management from both companies
will go to the table to find the best way
to integrate. No significant job cuts are
expected until close to that anniversary

mark.
Advertisement

Business analyst Thomas Kurima of
Dodgson Finance Corp. said the move
comes as no surprise. “Centrifuge’s
stock has been in a steady decline since
the Cube incident last year,” he said. “To
recover, they simply had to do something
like this.”

But Jane Spelger of consumer advocacy
group SafeHouse suggested the plan
may be a serious problem for the public.
“Most of the terrific advances in security
tech we’ve seen in the last five or eight
years, have all come because these
two companies [are] in tooth-and-claw
competition with each other. Now that
there is no more competition, the field
is likely to become stagnant. ... In this
business, stagnant means vulnerable to
attack.”

Centrifuge’s stock price has declined
nearly 23% in the past year, in some
part due to the debacle at the Academy.
The Cube was stolen last January, and it
1s common knowledge that Centrifuge
has a number of high-profile contracts
for campus security, though of course
the details are confidential. The internal
Academy investigation is still ongoing,
but has not publicly assigned any fault to
Centrifuge in the matter.
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Crispy Heaven
Closed

By NATASHA VALLIERE

Twenty-three Crispy Heaven locations
have been shut down after City inspectors
claim to have found serious health
and safety violations at a central food
preparation plant. Food safety inspector
Charles Nebbick stated that the violations
included “improper lack of refrigeration
for meat products, willful tampering
with product expiry dates, and blatant
disregard for contaminated conditions.”

Shares for Crispy Heaven dropped
nearly seven percent on the news, to
PCL153.37. A spokeman for the fast-food
chain, Gwyneth St. Paul, promised that
the company would begin an immediate
investigation. “We take the health of our
customers very seriously here at Crispy
Heaven,” she said. “It is unclear what
has happened here, but we will not rest
until we have ensured that all of our
products meet our stringent internal
safety standards.”

Julio Franklin of prominent law firm
Gates, Franklin suggested that citizens
who have eaten at Crispy Heaven in
recent days be very alert to their health.
“If someone [ate at Crispy Heaven and]
got sick as a result, that person should
be entitled to just compensation under

the law. ... It would only be fair for the
company to pay the price for poor food
handling.”

Advertisement

St. Paul pointed out that there are so far
no known cases of a customer becoming
ill from eating contaminated Crispy
Heaven foods. “We are confident that the
problem was caught and resolved before
any harm could come to the public,” she
said. “If we do learn of an injured party,
we are confident we could resolve the
problem without resorting to ... time-
consuming and expensive litigation.”

Before the announcement, Crispy
Heaven had been on the rise on the PCX.
Fourth-quarter sales were up 32% over
same-period last year, due largely to the
introduction of the Crispy Crunchers
product line, and the high-profile “Take
a Bite of Heaven” ad campaign.
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PCAG Ejects
Nuru

By CORWIN JONES

Long-time sportsman Jackson Nuru has
been ejected from the preliminary round
of the City Council Classic, said Classic
officials. “We found inconclusive results
for Nuru’s drug tests. He is being removed
from participation on suspicion of use of
cognitive enhancers,” said Paula Ching,
Director of Substance Compliance for the
PCAG. “We will be conducting second-
stage testing on the samples we have in
order to more clearly establish what kind
of situation we’re looking at.”

Nuru was unavailable for comment, but
his publicist did assure the Sentinel:
“These allegations are completely false,
and we trust that Nuru will be restored to
his place in the competition upon appeal.”
A hearing on the affair is scheduled for
March 28.

Nuru, 38, is only the latest in a string of
third-tier players who have been ejected
over drug charges. Gina Laskey, 35, was
recently disqualified after taking fourth
place in the Bitter River Invitational.
Germaine Roe, 23, and Viktor Helm, 47,
were both ejected from this year’s Games
before play even began, upon testing
positive for cognitive enhancement
markers.

Advertisement

“Sport is all about natural skill,” said
John Kwon, retired five-time winner of
the Classic, and one of this year’s panel
of judges. “It breaks my heart to see
players resort to dangerous cocktails of
unproven drugs, just to get a tiny leg up
on the next fellow.”

Nuru has been a professional sportsman
for fifteen years. Although he has never
outright won any major game, he did
place fifth in the Conundrum category of
the Perplex City Academy Games three
years ago. This is commonly regarded as
the highest accolade of his career.
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Kiteway Unfit for
Office

Editorial/Opinion

Sente Kiteway should be removed from the his
post as Master of the Academy immediately.
Although his popular standing remains high,
the fact is that a valuable artifact, the Receda
Cube, was stolen from under Sente’s nose last
year, and thus far no visible moves toward
recovery have taken place. It is high time for
this man to be called to account for his lack
of action.

Sente has assured the public that some grand
plan is just coming into motion, but after
nearly a year of this posture, his credibility is
wearing thin. Let’s recap what we know: The
Cube was stolen on ball night, when everybody
knows security is weak; Sente at first assured
us that the Cube would be simple to track, and
after mere weeks changed his tune, telling us
that the Cube had been “transported to Earth”
-- of course he can’t tell us how it got there
-- where it can neither be seen nor recovered,
and that he was designing a plan to enlist the
aid of Earth’s native people.

Well, after a year, don’t you think that this
plan should have come to fruition? For all
that we know, it was representatives of this

Earth that stole the Cube in the first place.
Why should we trust them? Why does Sente
refuse to comment to the public regarding his
plan, despite requesting significant funding
from the City Council? And why, above all,
has this plan taken so long to put together?
We’ve been waiting patiently, Sente, but now
our patience is at an end!
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On the other hand, isn’t it terribly convenient
that the Cube has been “found” in some place
that only Academy researchers can vouch
even exists, much less currently communicate
with? Perhaps this year-long “planning phase”
has merely been a stalling tactic, and Sente
and his staff are scrambling to design a cover-

up.

As the Cube’s absence grows longer, the
possibility that it is permanently gone looms
larger and larger. We have lost an important
link to our ancestors, and we are all the poorer
for it. What happens if it is never recovered,
thanks to Sente’s dreadful management?
Will children still build with blocks in the
future? Will the Cubists survive into another
generation?

Even the holidays weren’t the same this year,
with even orthodox Cubists celebrating only a
subdued holy week. Retail sales were merely
somber, reflecting the mood of a city with
little reason to celebrate.

Sente is wasting our time, our money, and our
precious cultural past. Sente’s failure has by
now touched every aspect of civic life, and it
is clearly high time that he get kicked to the
curb, where he belongs.
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City Opens
Northside

By GARIMA KING

Camryn Scott, Leader of the City Council,
announced at a press conference today that the
Northside Nature Preserve has been approved
for sale to real estate developers. The move
comes after a lengthy negotiation between
developers, the Office of the Council, and
nature conservation groups.

“We believe that opening this area to growth
will strengthen the city’s economy, and all of
our residents will see the benefits in just a few
years,” Scott said in a prepared statement. She
went on to say: “This proves yet again that
the people of our great city can work together
to value and protect our natural resources and
our own future at the same time.”

The sale was approved by a close vote on the
council, 5-4, with Scott herself casting the
deciding vote. An anonymous source within
the City Hall said that although the sale itself
has been approved, construction can only begin
under very strict conditions to limit damage
to the area’s native wildlife. The official
suggested that under these restrictions, the
area can only serve as a bedroom community
for the high-priced northern parts of the city.
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Even so, support for the move from the real
estate community has been enormous. “It’s
going to be a real bidding war,” said Lorelei
Park, CEO of Park Realty Corp., a subsidiary
of Mobius Development Corp. “There’s been
nothing on this scale available for easily seven
years now.” She suggested that housing in the
Northside Preserve will help to ease demand
for housing in the north parts of the city, after
a 36-month streak of record-breaking growth.

Sayed Ghobi, 24, a data analyst who works
near Northside, expressed relief that the
development will move forward. “For a fellow
like me, just starting out, there’s no way to
make enough cash to afford to live here,” he
said. “It’s either a tedious commute every
day... [or else I] take a tiny room and barely
afford to eat.”

A study conducted by the Office of the Council
last year supported his words. It said that the
typical 18-to-28-year-old in the city is paying
60% of salary toward housing, a rate far above
the 30% most frequently recommended by
lenders.

“We’ve been sacrificing the financial future
of our youth for the sake of some pretty trees
and flowers,” said councilor Roy Yolen. “It’s
about time we came to our senses.”

Councilor Ruth Sawyer had previously argued
against the move, decrying it as “a short-
sighted attempt to increase city revenues
after a catastrophically poor holiday buying
season.” After Scott’s announcement today,
she could not be reached for comment.

The land is currently owned entirely by the
city itself, and all monies from the sale will go
into the city’s general fund.
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Corolla Jurist
Under Misconduct
Suspicion

By JEREMY CLARIDGE

Michael Corolla

An unidentified jurist serving for the Michael
Corolla murder trial may have compromised
the proceedings, sources say. An anonymous
informant said that one of the jurists has been
under suspicion for some weeks now, and
a cautionary audit has revealed suspicious
financial transactions.

“I have not heard of these events myself. ...
If these allegations are true, then this would
be a very grave miscarriage of justice,” said
Johann Jacobson, senior legal representative
on behalf of Corolla. “If there is evidence the
jury has been influenced by outside factors, I
would certainly hope the judge would declare
a mistrial, and we could start again with a
clean slate.”

Advertisement

Xavier Marron, representing the prosecutor,

said: “These accusations are ridiculous. I'm
sure this is a lot of hubbub over nothing.”
Marron refused to speculate over any
consequences, should the unnamed jurist
prove to be guilty of accepting bribes.

No criminal cases have been declared a
mistrial in the city since 175 AC, when jurist
Latrell Korn was found guilty of reporting
secret deliberations to the press for monetary
consideration during the Ghona Hesh trial.
Korn served ninety days in prison and paid a
PCL1,500 fine.

The Corolla trial has been heavily covered by
the media, due in large part to the popularity
of athlete and murder victim Karen Chondelle.
Chondelle and Corolla had shared a flashy
whirlwind romance and engagement before
she was found dead early last year, on the night
before their wedding. Corolla has pleaded
innocent.
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Djinn Jr.
Reported

By AMBER MAI-WAN

Security experts at Key Surety Inc. have
reported finding several keys around the
city infected with a worm tentatively
dubbed “Son of Djinn.” So far, the
infection has been contained, and none
of the keys are still in use now.

Security analyst Sarai Khurasani of
Key Surety said, “These infections are
[probably] a copy-cat effort, and not the
initial author. The code is not targeted,
and we have no evidence that personal
data has been accessed.” She went on
to explain that the vulnerability the
original Djinn exploited has since been
significantly reduced. “We do not expect
a repeat of the Djinn phenomenon,” she
said. “Risk is really minimal right now.”

Florist Gerard Medeiros, 39, was the
owner of one of the infected keys. “I’'m
just glad I didn’t lose anything crucial,”
he said. “Lucky for me the worm didn’t
reach my data.”

Advertisement

Analysts at Key Surety plan to examine
the malicious code closely to be sure
it does not have any unexpected new
components, Khurasani said. She

suggested that all key users should
deactivate their keys and bring them in to
an authorized technician for service at the
first sign of unusual behavior, including
any significant loss of function. Worried
users can access a simple Key Surety
scan at no cost.

The original Djinn worm swept
through the Academy last year. Several
instances were also found in other large
organizations around the city. It caused
data and productivity losses estimated at
up to PCL750m.
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PCBC Exec to
Retire

By ALWHIN COPI

PCBC CEO Jonathan Smart plans to
step down later this year, according to
a press statement released by the bank
late on Friday. According to the official
statement: “Jon has had a fantastic tenure
and accomplished a lot over the past
three decades, but he’s looking forward
to passing the reins.”

With the announcement, rumours
immediately began to flourish regarding
who will be named Smart’s successor.
Business analyst Betsy Chenholm of
Hinton Bros. suggested that the Board
may look to one of the larger brokerage
houses in the city for a replacement,
rather than promoting internally. “Jamie
Pendergast [of Kamps, Barton, Kamps]
is certainly is in the running,” she said.
“Also Giordana Moore [ Senior Managing
Director] of the PCX.”

Moore herself, however, disagreed.
“The sharp Leck is on Trip Scott,” she
said. “He’s been Jon’s right hand for
the past six years, and it’s obvious he’s
being groomed for the position.” Scott
is currently serving as COO at PCBC,
and is the seniormost executive at the
company who does not have a spot on
the Board of Directors.
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Smart did not hold a press conference,
but he did issue his own press statement,
which read in part: “Although I have
loved my time at the top of the PCBC,
I feel I have earned a few quiet years
with my wife and my library. I have full
confidence in [the bank’s] management
team.”

Smart has been CEO at PCBC since 258,
and has served as a member of the board
since 243. Under his guidance, the bank
has made significant strides in improving
customer satisfaction and advocating
open business processes. Although
Smart plans to step down as CEO, the
company’s press statement indicated he
will continue to serve on the Board of
Directors.
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Academy Plans
Unravel

By IONA RODIE

Anonymous sources reported to the
Sentinel that Sente Kiteway’s Cube
retrieval effort is being delayed further
weeks, coinciding with a growing
firestorm of accusations and public
outrage. “There isn’t really much
Sente can do,” the source said. “In his
defence, his team has already suffered
a number of devastating setbacks,
including equipment failures [and] other
unforeseeable problems.”

Academy Master Kiteway’s long-delayed
project has been the subject of increasing
scrutiny over the past weeks, as pressure
from the City Council grows. “We’ve
given Sente a free hand,” said Council
member Kyra Anghanda. “He’s gotten
his budget requests and he’s remained
relatively unsupervised all this time. ...
Where are our results?”

Council Leader Camryn Scott urged
patience. “Sente has been dealing with
complex matters of internal security,”
she said. “[In addition,] establishing
bidirectional communication with Earth
and finding the best avenue for eliciting
help from its people is an ambitious and
technically difficult task even under ideal
circumstances.”

Advertisement

Public confidence in the recovery process
is at an all-time low, hitting just 43%,
down from a high of 72% in April of last
year. Fully 60% of citizens polled support
opening the Academy secret plan to the
public and introducing oversight from
the Office of the Council.

“I will not support public hearings,” Scott
said. “We knew this was a long-term plan
when we committed to it, and we must
have faith that we made the right choice.”
She added that Kiteway would not keep
information from the public without just
cause. “Remember, we still have not
caught the thief or thieves responsible. A
large part of Sente’s energies are focused
on ensuring that the Cube remains safe
now and into the future, even if it is not
immediately in our hands.”

Academy Security Director Henrik
Tanner agreed that fortifying campus
security has been a top priority over the
last year, but would not provide specific
comment.

Kiteway did not respond to requests for
comment.
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Crime Lower in
East Old Town

By PIETRO SALK

Petty crime in the East Old Town district
has dropped nearly 15% from last year,
according to a report released by the
Office of the Council today. Police
chief Eoin Morgan heralded the news,
saying, “All of the hard work [the police
department] has put into cleaning up that
district is really paying oft.”

The report cites incidents of minor theft
as down 18.5%, disturbances of the
peace down 9.3%, and minor vandalism
such as graffiti down a significant 22.9%.
Morgan attributes the change to the
organization of civic watch groups and
stepped-up patrols during the higher-risk
hours, from 11:45 PM to 5:45 AM.

Violent crime, already low, took another
4.4%dipoverlastyear. Theimprovements
were seen primarily in the Caldera Street
area, though problems still persist in
other parts of the Old Town.

Candace Liebniz, owner of nightspot
Complications and vice-president of the
Old Town Business Initiative, applauded
Morgan’s efforts. “Business is booming
because people feel safe to stay out at
night,” she said. “It wasn’t that long ago
[that] a girl wouldn’t let herself have a

good time [because she was] afraid she
might not get home safely. It’s been
terrific!?

Advertisement

Consumer safety groups urged some
caution even in the face of these news,
however. Mona Rowan of Citizens
Fighting Crime said, “Really, this
shouldn’t be news to anybody. The East
Old Town area has been gentrifying all
on its own.” She added: “There is still a
need for people to be cautious, in the Old
Town and in all areas of the city.”

Rowan suggested people continue taking
sensible personal safety measures, such
as staying in well-lit areas, informing
friends and relatives before venturing
out alone at night, and making sure your
key is close to hand at all times.
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Kiteway’s Role
Revisited

Editorial/Opinion

A short time ago, the Sentinel ran an
editorial calling on Sente Kiteway to
step down as Master of the Academy and
admit defeat in the face of his failure to
recover the Receda Cube, stolen early
last year. Since that time, we have been
inundated with support for Sente and his
enigmatic Cube retrieval program, and
so have chosen to revisit this issue.

First, we must regretfully step back
from any implication that the people of
Earth are a fabrication on the part of the
Academy. It is indubitably true that we
have received a wealth of information
from Earth over the last several years, and
itwould be ridiculous to suggest that there
are Academics toiling away at creating
entire libraries of literature and popular
culture in order to satiate our own city’s
thirst for new and interesting concepts.
We never intended our comments to be
taken in that fashion.

Indeed, part of the Academy plan
involves widening a net of two-way
communication with the people of Earth,
and in response to our editorial, Master
Kiteway himself sent on to us a veritable
flood of communication with Earth
residents who both offered us aid and

defended the Academy’s efforts.

As our readers may already be aware, a
version of our own humble Sentinel is
being republished on Earth, as part of the
Academy’s testing of its communications
systems. We warmly welcome our Earthly
readers, and encourage their input on how
to establish a fair and intelligent two-way
dialogue between our civilisations.

However, although our editorial may have
been a little free on detail, for which we
are sorry, we must stand fast to the broad
brush of our opinion. The facts remain
that the Cube has been missing for over
a year; despite numerous arrests and
thorough questioning, no culprit has ever
been identified; and all of the information
offered to us through Academy sources
on the investigation and on the retrieval
plan have been woefully scant.

Indeed,allwehavebeenofferedarehollow
reassurances of action and promises for
more information at a deadline that gets
steadily pushed further and further back.
We hate to assume Sente is doing a bad
job, but after holding out on faith alone
for long months, we have no evidence to
support the idea that he 1s doing a good
job. What else are we to do?
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RFD Back to
Studio

By ARLING WILSON

Perplex City’s top-selling band, Roll for
Damage, is back in the studio recording
a follow-up to their critically acclaimed
album Random Encounter. Sources close
to the band say that the new sound they
are producing has a much darker, almost
nihilistic feeling, especially as compared
to the primal joie de vivre of their recent
work.

Celebrity-watcher Phil Benoit suggested
the somber, more sophisticated sound is
the result of several factors internal to the
band. “Alejo [Jackson] just had a high-
profile breakup, and by all accounts he
is devastated,” Benoit explained. “Plus
Echo [West] and KT [Keenan Thoreau]
are rumored to be fighting a pretty serious
battle with substance abuse,” he added.
“All of these things will inevitably come
out in their music.”

The band’s publicist, Shane Cobalt,
confirmed the band is recording. “Our
guys are fine, working hard, putting
out some sharp tracks,” he said. “Alejo
admits he is still deeply disappointed in
the end of his relationship with Joya, but
he and all of the band-members wish that
the public could respect their privacy on
such personal matters now and into the

future.”

Cobalt also said the new album’s working
title 1s Take Initiative. If the band’s
typical recording cycle holds true, the
album could be available under the Hesh
Records label as soon as this autumn.

Benoit, though, was not so certain. “Their
friends and studio employees say their
new material is positively brilliant, but
nobody is sure they can keep it together
long enough to see anything hit the
streets.”

Cheri Lindemann, president of the RFD
Fan Club, expressed great enthusiasm
for the project. “The band are such great
friends, and making music is how they
pull themselves through rough times,”
she said. “[The fans are] all looking
forward to what [the band] has to say to
us.” Lindemann was confident sales of
the album would yet again easily exceed
the one million mark in its first week of
sales.
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Recon Eight
Released from
Police Custody

By PIETRO SALK

Eightmembers ofa breakaway Cubist cult
have been released from police custody
today after an extensive investigation
turned up no evidence of wrongdoing.
The members of the religion, which calls
itself the Reconstructionists, have gone to
a countryside compound ‘“for meditation
and purification after their long ordeal,”
Reconstructionist spokesmen say.

The Recon Eight were apprehended in
October of last year after an anonymous
police informant fingered them as
responsible for the theft of the Receda
Cube. At the time, Police Lieutenant
Camden Ho indicated that the cult had
been under observation for some time,
and that their religious scriptures include
a prophecy that the Receda Cube would
someday “be delivered from the faithless
hands of the Academics.”

“We thought we had clear evidence that
the Reconstructionists had long planned
to steal the Cube,” said Police chief
Eoin Morgan today. “As it turns out,
despite any presence of motive, there
is no material proof that they followed
through.”

Morgan refused to answer in detail
questions regarding the current state
of the investigation, citing the need for
security, but he did claim that the case is
“by no means” at a dead end.

The Eight, whose names have never been
released by the police, are allegedly very
senior members of the cult. Although the
Reconstructionists have spoken to the
press on their behalf, the eight themselves
have not released a statement on their
arrest nor subsequent release.
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Defence Budget
Debated

By JOHN CORMORAN

The City Council engaged in a vigorous
debate today over future funding of
defence operations and infrastructure.
The current budget is PCL40 billion,
with defence authorities urging increased
spending, while fiscal conservatives
lobby to cut the budget significantly. It is
not yet clear how voting on the council
will go.

Commander Isaac Sui spoke before the
public hearing. “We live in peaceful
times, but vigilance is nonetheless wise,”
he said. Sui backed away from any
suggestion that Perplex City is subject
to any foreign hostilities, but urged the
Council to maintain the city’s current
excellent security forces. His proposal
includes an additional PCL3 billion a
year, primarily for research.

In response, Councilor Aashiyana Skye
slapped the table and declared, “This
budget is an anachronism and a disgrace
when there are so many other more
pressing calls on our city’s finances.”
Skye advocates cutting defence spending
6% every year over the next five years.

Advertisement

Councilor Nathan Earlywine interjected
that this budget provides more than
municipal defence. “The esteemed
Commander Sui here is being too modest.
We all know his jurisdiction includes
fighting organized crime, illegal drugs,
[and other] threats to our metropolitan
character and security. ... I’'m sure he
isn’t playing war games in his office all
day with shiny toy soldiers.”

Leader Camryn Scott remained
uncharacteristically  nonpartisan  on
the issue, shelving the discussion after
allowing only limited debate. “This is an
important topic, and we should all take
some time to consider the issue,” before
the next formal session, she said. One
of her top staffers said, on condition of
anonymity, that she is re-evaluating some
of her positions in time to adjust with the
tide of public interest before next year’s
election campaign. Historically, Scott has
supported requests for defence funding.

Analysts say that the other members
of the Council could easily sway either
direction, as well, with everyone putting
their fingers to the wind to decipher what
will bolster re-election chances.
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Crispy Heaven
Reopens

By NATASHA VALLIERE

Twenty-three Crispy Heaven locations
reopened today after being shut down
three weeks ago for health violations.
Crispy Heaven’s Gwyneth St. Paul read
a prepared statement, saying, “We have
co-operated with government inspectors
to our utmost to ensure the safety and
health of all of our customers,” and “We
will work diligently to be sure nothing of
this nature ever happens again.”

City food safety inspector Charles
Nebbick, who headed the investigation
into Crispy Heaven’s practices, said that
he believed that all former problems had
been resolved. “One of the conditions
in allowing the chain to reopen is that
they submit to surprise inspections of
their local restaurants, and their food-
processing facilities both here and in the
surrounding area,” said Nebbick. “They
have agreed to shut down again instantly
if any fresh problems arise.”

Crispy Heaven shares rose on the PCX
at the news, up to PCL108.85. The stock
has taken a battering in the three weeks
the locations have been closed, with even
the sites remaining open suffering from
negligible sales volume.

Business analyst Derek Underhill of
Dodgson Finance Corp. said, “The
company’s next step is to regain public
confidence. Nobody wants to think
they’re eating a three-week-old piece of
chicken.” Underhill suggested that the
company’s diligent work complying with
the requirements of inspectors, including
suggesting the surprise inspections as
a condition for reopening, should go a
long way toward repairing any public
relations damage it has suffered.

Advertisement

Crispy Heaven has its work cut out for
it, though. Law firm Gates, Franklin has
filed a law suit on behalf of seventeen
Crispy Heaven customers who claim to
have become ill after consuming Crispy
Heaven foods. No court date for the case
has been set.

The twenty-three Crispy Heaven
locations had been closed in late March
after inspectors found evidence of poor
food handling procedures, including
wilful tampering with expiry dates. No
criminal charges have been filed.
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Economy Up
After Vernal
Equinox

By GARIMA KING

A report issued today by the Office of
the Council indicates that the economy
gained modest improvements last month,
spurred in large part by new construction
starts. Councilor Ruth Sawyer applauded
the news, saying, “This was an absolutely
crucial period, after such miserable sales
over the holidays. Retail is up, building is
up. ... People are ready to spend again.”

Economists both in the Office of the
Council and in the private sector had
warned that the economy was showing
signs of tumbling into recession over the
last year, but that today’s report signals
a good start at recovery. “This is exactly
the kind of boost the city needed,” agreed
PCBC economist Troy Belarosa. “All
last year, we saw stagnant levels across
a wide spectrum of sectors. This is a
terrific sign.”

Business analyst Shannon Tuileries of
the Perplex City Exchange disagreed,
however. “Sure, we’re showing a small
improvement over last year,” she said.
“But you have to remember, last year
was an exceptionally bad year. If you
compare to March of 266, we haven’t

even hit [that level] again.”
Advertisement

Belarosa admitted the economy does
have a long way to go. “Nobody is saying
we’re out of the woods yet,” he said.
“On the other hand, I’'m sure even Ms.
Tuileries would agree that up is better
than back down.”

The report shows that the bulk of
the improvement came on Equinox
construction starts. Sawyer quipped, “A
lucky day for the buildings in the city,
not just a lucky day for building in the
city!” Consumer spending also grew
7.3% over March of last year, primarily
in entertainment. The smallest increases
were in electronics, with durable goods
actually performing worse than last
year.

The PCX was up nearly 4% on the
news, the first significant increase since
Centrifuge’s announcement that it would
purchase Key Surety Inc. a few weeks
ago.
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Earthworks Store
Opens on Dalia
Way

By FOSTER LIDDELL

Earthworks, a new Earth-themed retail
store offering high-quality replicas
of Earthly merchandise, opened this
weekend on Dalia Way. Grand opening
crowds were heavy, reflecting the
citizenry’s high interest in the alternate
world.

Merchandise at the megastore includes
a wide array of Earth-style goods, such
as clothing, traditional bound paper
books, toys, and even furniture and other
housewares. The store did brisk opening-
day business, with lines to enter the store
stretching clear down the block.

Lyssa Ling, 27, an Academy reality
researcher, stood in line clutching an
armload of Earth-style accessories. “I’ve
been in love with Earth style for ages,”
she laughed. “In my line of work, I
practically live over there. This is going
to be much easier than having a cobbler
work out a shoe pattern for me!”

“This is so exciting,” concurred student
Oskar Hudson, 19. “I’'m picking up
a bound special edition of Alice in
Wonderland. I’ve wanted one since I was

a little boy.”
Advertisement

Owner Mitchell Alba, formerly associated
with such successful enterprises as
the Brain Bender chain of puzzlebars,
greeted the waiting customers at the door
in person, quizzing them on what they
were looking for and directing them to
the right department.

Alba was evasive in answering questions
about how he selected which items to
replicate and stock. “There’s a lot of
merchandise available on Earth,” he said,
“but I think almost anything would go
over pretty well. ... Earth is so hot right
now, the only trick will be keeping it all
fresh.”

Earthworks 1s not the first store selling
replica Earth goods, of course, but it is
the first one to rely on nothing else. Alba
has privately funded the store, and has no
plans to initiate a public offering.
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Secret Kiteway
Plans Leaked to
Sentinel

By CHO KAPLAN

The Sentinel has received documents
indicating that Sente Kiteway’s highly
secret plan to retrieve the stolen Receda
Cube from Earth may soon come to
fruition. The documents, leaked by an
anonymous source within the Academy,
discuss a plan for Kiteway to address some
form of communication to a large audience
of Earth inhabitants on Friday, April 22, at
3:00pm in “the London time district.”

These documents reveal, among other
things, that the Academy, working in
conjunction with an Earth-based company,
hasreceived tens of thousands of volunteers
to aid in the hunt for the Cube. The nature
of this volunteer effort is not clear, and no
specific information about how the effort
will proceed was included in the leaked
documents.

Advertisement

Kiteway and his staff have come under
increasing public pressure in recent weeks
to show some sort of progress on the Cube
retrieval program, for which the Academy
received PCL14.8 million in extra funds
last summer. Kiteway has never revealed
any specific information about the plan,
the use for those funds, or the status of his
investigation, citing security concerns.

In recent weeks, City Council member
Kyra Anghanda has been agitating for an
oversight investigation. When informed of
the leaked information, she said, “At least
we can be reasonably sure that Sente has
been doing something with all of this time
and money. | won’t be satisfied, though,
until we know exactly what.”

Council Leader Camryn Scott could not
be reached for comment. Kiteway’s office
released a short statement reading, in part,
“We would have hoped that public media
could have the sensitivity to show some
discretion regarding matters where the
public interest is at stake. ... As usual, we
feel that the nature of our investigation
requires absolute secrecy, and are unable
to comment specifically on the progress of
our project.”

The Receda Cube was stolen in mid-
January of last year, and subsequently
traced to Earth.




20-APR-o5

NEWS

* Front page

* City

* Politics

* Business

* Academy

* Sports

* PCAG

» Science

* Foreign
affairs

FOCUS
* Receda Cube
EDITORIAL

* Opinions
* Letters
* Corrections

LIFESTYLE

* Interviews

* Media

» Entertainment

* City Tour
Guide

* Futures

* Classifieds

PUZZLES

* Riddles

* Games

* Words

* Numbers

* Cryptology
* Visual

SERVICES

* About the
Sentinel

* Archives

» Subscriptions

* Masthead

* Reprints

* Advertising

* Contact us

ETRAIGHT FACTS, INTELLIGENT OPINION

Tokei Receives
Permit

By GARIMA KING

Artist Randal Tokei has received approval
on a permit from the Office of the Council
for his public performance piece in Azad
Park later this summer. The new work is
entitled “Construction and Destruction.”
The performance is expected to begin
in early July and continue through mid-
August of this year.

According to the permit, over the course
of the performance, Tokei will build
an elaborate palace of specially treated
paper cubes. During the midpoint of the
performance, he will burn the palace
under the watchful guard of the Perplex
City Fire Department. In the final weeks
of the show, he will perform a silent vigil
as the ash marks left by the blaze are
erased by weather.

Advertisement

In an exclusive interview, the typically
very private Tokei told us that the theft
of the Receda Cube last year opened
his eyes to a new way of looking at the
world. “The people of Earth are now
cubed, where they never were before,
whereas we are now cubeless,” he said.
“Doesn’t that just blow you away? I think
it’s crucial to our time to come to terms

with what all of this could mean.”

John Ha, owner of the Mobius Strip
Ha Gallery, said that art critics are very
excited about the go-ahead from the
Office of the Council. “This is the first
major attempt from a well-known artist
to take on the events of last year,” Ha
said. “It’s very daring for Tokei to come
forward with this statement that so
clearly shows a feeling of helplessness
and futility.” The Ha Gallery has on
offer several of Tokei’s earlier and more
permanent works.

Tokei’s career includes winning last
year’s prestigious Academy Founder’s
Prize for Art for creating an installation
in Creation Park entitled “Suncatcher.”
The piece includes crystals placed in a
brightly painted carbon-fiber clockwork.
Over the course of a year, the moving
sculpture captures the light of the sun to
reflect a pattern that takes exactly one
year to repeat. Tokei has publicly said the
sculpture contains an enigma, but nobody
has yet come forward with a solution.



20-APR-o5

NEWS

* Front page

* City

* Politics

* Business

* Academy

* Sports

* PCAG

» Science

* Foreign
affairs

FOCUS
* Receda Cube
EDITORIAL

* Opinions
* Letters
* Corrections

LIFESTYLE

* Interviews

* Media

» Entertainment

* City Tour
Guide

* Futures

* Classifieds

PUZZLES

* Riddles

* Games

* Words

* Numbers

* Cryptology
* Visual

SERVICES

* About the
Sentinel

* Archives

» Subscriptions

* Masthead

* Reprints

* Advertising

* Contact us

ETRAIGHT FACTS, INTELLIGENT OPINION

Dev in Northside
Supported, Poll
Finds

By KATE BREWSTER

A Sentinel-conducted poll has found
that supporters of the City Council
plan to develop the Northside Preserve
outnumber opponents by a 6%
margin. The poll showed 46% for the
development, 40% against, with an
unusually high 14% undecided. The poll
also found that opponents of the plan are
more passionate, with 72% describing
themselves as feeling “strongly” or “very
strongly”” about the measure, compared
to only 36% of supporters.

“This just shows that these protesters
are in the minority ... a very, very loud
minority,” said City Councilor Roy
Yolen, who has actively worked for some
time to support the measure. “I’m sure in
fifteen years’ time, we will all agree this
was the right thing to do.”

Advertisement

Citizens on both sides of the issue
wrote in following last week’s Polygon
Park protest to air their views. Kyle
Anderson, one of the organisers of the
Northside Protection League, wrote in:
“My sympathies go out to Professor
Sedgewick and her crowd of like-minded
activists. I, too, believe the city does not

need to expand northward. The economy
i1s cyclic, and as surely as it has been
going down these last several months, so
1s it equally sure to rise again in months
to come.”

Lorelet Park, CEO of Mobius
Development Corp. subsidiary Park
Realty Corp., argued for the side of
development. “This is not primarily an
economic or an environmental issue,” she
said. “The city’s population has grown
significantly since the last time any
new space was opened, and population
density has grown even more. If we want
to preserve the green oases we maintain
in the heart of the city, it must come by
bowing to the gentle pressure of outward
development now. Simply ignoring this
1ssue will lead to declines in quality of
life and more voracious development in
the future.”

Council Leader Camryn Scott summed
up the situation in political terms:
“Regardless of how popular this move is,
it’s the best thing for the city,” she said.
Northside Development Poll Results

B Pro B Con
75%

Undecided

60%
45%
30%

15%

0%

Perplex City Earth



Continued

Poll Results as of April 19

In an interesting coda, the Sentinel’s
request for opinions unleashed a flood of
articulate and forceful correspondence
on the matter, almost universally against
the development. Only 7% of Earth
inhabitants supported the Northside
development, with 19% withholding
judgement based on insufficient
information. A staggering 74% urged the
city to reconsider the plan, asking that we
in Perplex City learn from the problems
of urban sprawl and environmental
damage suffered on Earth.

Rob Palmer of Earth cited Hyde Park
and Central Park in some Earth cities
as an example to follow. “The parks
are also used for leisure activities of all
kinds for city residents to relax and wind
down from the stresses of life. Therefore
I feel that any area of nature within a city
should continue to be preserved, as much
for our sanity as for our health.”

JohnMacek, also of Earth, agreed: “I think
one of the largest problems we have over
here is the destruction and development
of our few remaining wilderness areas.
... I’d hate to see the overdevelopment
of any natural place, and I believe that
you can find another solution without
expanding into the Northside Preserve.”
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Hikers Discover
More Newguard
Ruins

By JEREMY CLARIDGE

A group of hikers have found new ruins
in the area southeast of the Newguard
Seven Bridges, presumably uncovered
by the Mazy River’s spring overflow.
“We of course haven’t had time to
really examine the site,” said Academy
archaeologist Shonda Noonan. “This
does suggest, though, that the Newguard
settlement spanned more area than we
had previously thought. It will be very
exciting to take a good look at this and
see how many of our assumptions must
be changed.”

Advertisement

Hiker Troy Kasote, 47, said that his
family was returning on their annual jaunt
down the South Span Trail when his 11-
year-old daughter, Harmony, wandered
further off the trail than usual in search
of different kinds of insects to capture for
a school project. “When I went to collect
her ... we noticed some stonework at
right angles,” said Kasote, who works
for the City Revenue Service. “We of
course carefully recorded the location
and sent information off to the Academy
at once.”

Noonan had high praise for Kasote’s
actions. “It’s just magnificent that the
whole family left everything untouched
and contacted us right away,” she said.
“We do plan to send a team to examine
the spot later this week.”

The ruins are reportedly located in a
marshy area along the trail, which was
submerged much of last week after heavy
spring rainfall.
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Joya Pregnant?

By JULIUS LOMAN

Speculation is growing that singer Joya
may be pregnant, after she was widely
pictured vomiting in trendy eatery Elise’s
Place last week. The singer has also
abruptly cancelled a string of intimate
club performances scheduled over the
next four weeks, allegedly in preparation
for her June wedding to producer Horace
Shockley.

“IfI were in her situation, I would still feel
I owed it to my fans to follow through on
my commitments,” said rival diva Satine
Noir. “It’s really disrespectful to the
people who have brought her to where
she is [to] just drop them like that.” Noir
has made candid and strongly phrased

statements about Joya and her treatment
of both her fans and their shared ex-
boyfriend Alejo Jackson on numerous
occasions.

Advertisement

This follows onthe heels ofthis weekend’s
reported comments by Joya’s stylist,
Skylar Poplin. Witnesses say the stylist
regaled a rapt audience at the Artist’s
Quarter nightspot Doldrums with how
he had to let out the seams in some of her
hallmark garments, and was seriously
contemplating a change to looser, more
flowing garb.

Sentinel medical advisor Dr. Stuart
Ivanovitch agreed that weight gain
and public vomiting could be a sign of
early pregnancy. “It’s easy to jump to
conclusions,” said Ivanovitch. “Really,
though, she could just be suffering from
nerves. We all know she has had a very
difficult few months.”

Joya’s personal physician, Dr. Ian
Copeland, denied requests for interviews,
stating simply, “Joya’s health is not a
matter for public attention at this time.”

Joya’s publicist said she had not
heard about the incident and could not
comment.
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Earth Column to
Debut in Sentinel

Opinion/Editorial

We at the Sentinel have been surprised
and impressed in recent weeks with the
spirited, engaging flood of email that has
come to us from Earth via the Academy.
Earth readers of our External Edition, we
have found, are an educated, carefully-
considered group. They have been large
in spirit in pledging their aid to the return
of the Receda Cube, and thoughtful in
addressing the problems confronting us
here at home. This became particularly
evident in the aftermath of the Northside
Preserve protest several days ago.

Though we in Perplex City have long
studied the people of Earth, it appears
that we, too, now bear scrutiny. Seeing
ourselves through the eyes of another
culture and its people has proven to be a
fascinating experience for the staff of the
Sentinel, and it is one we would like to
share with our entire readership.

We would, therefore, like to debut a new
column, “The View from Earth.” This is
a place for our Earth-dwelling readership
to make their voices heard on our pages.
The topics to be covered may range far
afield, from the status of the hunt for the
Receda Cube, to the problems our worlds
have in common, perhaps even including

some pointed social commentary. We
deeply believe that both the people of
Perplex City and of Earth will benefit.

Advertisement
Submission Guidelines

We will select one column a week to run
on our front page. Submissions should be
submitted to news@perplexcitysentinel.
com, with “View from Earth” in the
subject line. We humbly suggest that
columns be comparable in length to our
regular news articles. Please submit only
completed pieces, as we are are unable to
consider individual queries.

We regret that we have no way to
compensate columnists from Earth aside
from some small personal glory, but
hope to be able to offer some other form
of reward in the future.
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Five of Cups
Owner Found
Dead

By PIETRO SALK

Police say Five of Cups owner Bernardo
Holyoke, 53, was found dead in his bar
late yesterday morning, in what police
officials suspect was a bungled robbery.
The crime is an unexpected setback
for the police, who have recently been
making headway into reducing crime in
the long-problematic Old Town district.

Police Detective Helena Frye says they
were called into the bar by an employee
at around 10:00am. The employee, who
wished not to be identified, said that he
was entering the bar to begin preparing
for lunchtime business and found
Holyoke’s body in the back office. “There
was evidence of a bit of a struggle, and
it is clear that the intruder or intruders
ransacked the establishment looking for
... cash or possibly drugs.”

Advertisement

Frye declined to give detailed specifics
regarding Holyoke’s means of death, but
did say it was “definitely a murder, no
doubt at all.” She added that the bar’s till
had been completely emptied, but that it
was difficult to tell if anything else had

been taken.

“At this point, we are trying to locate and
question everyone who was at the bar late
last night,” Frye said. “We suspect that
the murderer was a patron who simply
did not leave, because the establishment’s
alarm system appears to have never been
armed [last night].”

Anyone who believes they may have
information relating to the crime is
urged to contact the Perplex City Police
Department.

Holyoke has been the owner of the Five
of Cups for twelve years. Neighboring
business owner Linda Bonham described
him as a “real stand-up guy, you always
knew he had your back.” Holyoke is
survived by his estranged wife, Jessica
Holyoke, 57. The pair had no children.
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Wheel Season to
Begin

By ANTONY CLAPHAM

The professional Wheel season begins
tonight with the Nomads playing the
Daemons at the much-combatted Triple
Wheel Stadium. PWA Commissioner
Nonna Gordon announced that despite
the law suit filed last year, the season will
begin as scheduled.

“We think we have an exciting year ahead
of us, and I’'m sure we can yet come to a
reasonable accommodation that works
for us and for our neighborhood,” Gordon
saidatapress conference. “Weunderstand
how the Quadrant side [inhabitants] may
be a little put out with us, but we really
are working hard on their behalf.”

Advertisement

To that end, Gordon presented a plan to
implement noise-cancellation devices
around the perimeter of the stadium.
Under the projected schedule, the devices
will be deployed mid-season, probably
toward early July.

Quadrant Street Association President
Orville Price said that these measures are
too little, too late. “For years, we have
been requesting that the stadium deploy
a plan such as this one,” he said. “We all

know the PWA has deep pockets, and they
didn’t do this before because they didn’t
have to. It’s only under the threat of a
lawsuit that they’re finally coming to the
table to talk it over. ... It’s just a disgusting
attitude toward the neighborhood.”

Meanwhile, wheel fans just want the
game to go on. A long line of enthusiasts
waited out the chilly, drizzling April
day for opening-day tickets. Groups of
Nomads and Daemons fans joked side-
by-side about the shortcoming of their
respective teams. (The Daemons are
favored this year.)

The lawsuit is a class action on behalf
of the residents of the Quadrant Street
district, and seeks damages for the
stadium’s repeated disregard for citywide
noise ordinances and encouragement of
“rowdy behavior.”
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Board of
Education
Assesses

Reforms

By ROLAND GERBERA

Officials at the Board of Education have
conducted a preliminary assessment of the
Skills for Learning program, the contentious
initiative the Board passed last year. “Despite
some resistance from teachers’ groups, it
appears in these early results that children in
the program are doing significantly better in
unaided tests for reading and arithmetic,” said
Board Member Charles Fisher. “We are still
cautious in this trial period, but our analysis
shows that we are seeing some successes.”

Fisher declined to give specific numbers,
stating that the full data would be available
when the report was issued, expected later
this month.

The Teachers’ Association of Perplex City
issues a statement calling the guidelines
“ridiculously strict,” and suggesting that any
gains in performance over more traditional
methods of teaching are fleeting. “You need
to track these children over the course of their
entire school careers to get a true picture ofhow
this will play out,” said TAPC representative
Hannah Ikeda. “The fact is, kids need to learn
to work with these tools to have successful
careers over the long term.”

Advertisement
Teacher Lee Wilson agreed. “I consider it a

big part of my job as a teacher to pay attention
to the needs of my students. It’s an absolute

outrage to tie my hands and tell me what I can
and can’t do in response to those needs.”

Fisher replied to these criticisms: “That’s
preposterous. ... If a child truly needs a
particular tool to learn, his or her parents
can request a waiver under our framework to
provide anything necessary. It’s ludicrous to
measure the program by how well it works
for exceptional cases, rather than for the wide
majority of typical students.” The Board of
Education plans to deploy the program in
another 200 classrooms this fall.

Yvette Lawson of the parents’ group Education
Counts declined to conduct a full interview.
“Our parents are bitterly divided over this
issue, and it would be inappropriate for us to
comment one way or the other,” she said.

The Skills for Learning program, which is
currently deployed in a limited number of
classrooms on a pilot basis, includes curricula
and strict guidelines limiting use of high-tech
tools in the classroom for children under the
age of eight. Opponents say the program is
unrealistic in a technological world, but its
advocates suggest that children who learn to
read, write, and think critically in their early
years without the aid of computing devices
perform better on a broad range of metrics.
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Kiteway
Cheapens Honour
of Leitmarks

Opinion/Editorial

i

The Sentinel’s investigative reporters have
recently discovered that an Earth-dwelling
rabble of ad hoc Cube-hunters may be issued
with a Leitmark. This is yet another slap in the
face to Perplex City, our shining metropolis by
the sea; yet again, Sente Kiteway is treading
on our history and traditions with careless
shoes.

For those who are perhaps a little rusty on their
modern history, Leitmarks are the discreet,
formal awards for achievement in the Perplex
City Academy Games. Leitmarks are awarded,
not solely to winners, but to competitors who
have most stretched their personal boundaries
over the course of a competition. A Leitmark
worn on your sleeve is a quiet, humble way of
showing pride in yourself and in your city.

Advertisement

In ancient times, Leitmarks were awarded for

cunning tactics during the heat of combat,
battle-winning strategy, or on rare occasions
even for personal valour. Certain secret
societies and religious groups have also
produced their own Leitmarks, the better to
recognise one another discreetly in a public
forum.

A Leitmark is something to be proud of.
Something to place in a silk-lined box for your
grandchildrentotreasure. Somethingtoinclude
in your life’s list of grand accomplishments.
It is certainly not something to award to
foreigners who have proved neither their
worth nor their intellects. Let this not be taken
for xenophobia; the people of Perplex City
would be glad to honour true achievement,
but achievement has been notably lacking in
Sente’s Cube-retrieval efforts.

It is high time for the City Council to call
Sente to account for his actions. The loss of
the Receda Cube and his black-box “retrieval”
project have already shown a stunning lack of
regard for City cultural history and resources.
Now, he even cheapens the noble Leitmark,
turning it into a mere trinket for a body of
dilettante puzzle-solvers. This rampage of
devaluing that which we hold priceless simply
must not be allowed to continue.

If Camryn Scott and her cronies on the City
Council will not pull Sente sharply to heel,
then we will all know exactly where they
stand; and never forget, dear readers, election
season is coming up soon.
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Alejo Arrested

By JULIUS LOMAN

Alejo Jackson, the frontman for critically
acclaimed band Roll for Damage, was
arrested last night for assault, public
drunkenness, and disturbing the peace.
Police records say that he entered the
restaurant Conundra at approximately
12:30am.

According to the police account, the
singer took a place at the bar, and shortly
thereafter confronted Ian Petreson, 32,
resulting in a fist fight. Both men were
arrested and subsequently treated for
minor injuries.

Eyewitness accounts claim that Jackson
appeared already intoxicated when he
arrived on the scene. “Alejo was very
belligerent,” said Georgi Nichols, 23,
who was dining at Conundra at the time.
“It was like he was simply spoiling for
a fight. ... I’ve never seen anything like
it, he’s always seemed so pleasant in
interviews.”

Advertisement

A woman at the scene, who refused to
give her name, claimed that Petreson was
making loud comments speculating on
whether Jackson’s former girlfriend, the
popular vocalist Joya, might be pregnant,
and who the father might be if she were.

“Obviously Alejo took offence,” she
said. “It’s a very personal subject, and it
looked to me like [Petreson] was trying
to tip his wheel.”

The restaurant suffered some property
damage, but the management does not
plan to close it during repairs. Police
said that both Jackson and Petreson
will almost certainly be released on bail
sometime today.

Jackson’s publicist, Shane Cobalt,
declined to comment on the incident, on
the grounds that he was not yet familiar
with the details of the situation.
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Historic Notes
Surface

By GARIMA KING

A rare notebook belonging to a minor
scholar in the early days of the Academy
has surfaced. Hyacinth Daniels, 84, says
she came across the notebook while
sorting through her mother’s belongings.
The notebook had been locked in a linen
chest for easily 50 years, she said.

“My mother had always said that our
family were Academy scholars, clear
back to the beginning,” said Daniels. “I
suppose now I’ve got my hands on an
iota of proof!”

Duncan Racine, the Director of Academy
History at the Academy Museum, said
that Daniels was in preliminary talks
regarding terms by which the Museum
could study the notebook. “This is just
a terrific find,” said Academy Fellow
Sanjean Adamek, himselfa descendant of
a legendary Academician. “We have only
a very limited collection from these early
days of the Academy in the Academy
Library. We are hoping that the owner
will allow us to study the notebook. ...
It could afford us an excellent glimpse
into the daily workings of a student’s life
back then.”

Advertisement

Even if the Academy does obtain the
notebook for study, however, don’texpect
to see it at the Museum nor the Library
yourself anytime soon. “This notebook
would likely not be on display,” warned
Racine. “What with its age, this is a very,
very fragile document.”

The scholar to whom the notebook
belonged, Ellen Poor, studied at the
Academy for several years circa 250BC.
City records of the day are unclear
on timing, but it is evident she left her
studies to open a tea house sometime
around 246BC.
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Zeller Declares
Corolla Mistrial

By JEREMY CLARIDGE

Judge Alice Zeller has declared the
widely-reported Michael Corolla murder
trial a mistrial, in a stunning twist after
the case had already gone to the jury for
deliberations. “The evidence that [jury
member] David Kona has been accepting
financial remuneration in exchange
for trying to sway the case toward a
conviction has been overwhelming,”
Zeller wrote in a formal statement.

The case had been halted in early
April to investigate allegations of jury
misconduct; Kona, 45, was only today
named. This is the first time since 175
AC that a criminal case in the city has
been declared a mistrial. In that case,
jurist Latrell Korn was convicted for
reporting jury deliberations to the press
for personal profit in the historic Ghona
Hesh trial. Korn served ninety days in
prison and paid a PCL1,500 fine. If Kona
1s convicted of misconduct, he could
serve up to one year in prison and pay up
to PCL30,000 in fines.

Advertisement
Police Chief Eoin Morgan spoke out

on the case today, saying that Kona
has been taken into custody, and that a

full investigation has been launched to
determine how many people are involved.
“We will not allow anybody to stand in the
way of the fair and unbiased execution of
a trial,” Morgan said. “Interference with
the justice system is intolerable. We’re
going to do everything in our power to
get to the bottom of this.”

Johann Jacobson, who represented
Corolla in the trial, applauded Zeller’s
decision. “We see this as a vindication of
our case. If there is a conspiracy to see
Michael convicted, clearly this is support
for the idea that he has been the subject
of an elaborate conspiracy. ... Michael
has maintained has innocence from the
start, and we hope now the press and
public will step back and allow him to
grieve in peace.”

Theproceedingsarenotyetover, however.
Zeller indicated that a fresh trial of the
case will likely be placed on the docket
as early as August, though it is possible
that a grand jury will be reconvened to
examine the case in light of the attempt
to influence the case’s outcome. Corolla
has been on trial for the murder of his
fiancee, celebrity Karen Chondelle, who
was found dead early last year on the
night before their wedding.
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Study Shows
Games Year Aids
Careers

By ALWHIN COPI

A study by the Perplex City Academy
shows that students who take a games
year make 8% more salary at their first
jobs, and a stunning 22% more after
ten years, even after adjusting for any
variance in academic achievement.
PCAG Chairman Robert Zhi-hui found
the results unsurprising. “We find that the
best and brightest really are the students
most dedicated to the games,” he said.
“Employers recognise that drive toward
innovation and reward it.”

Employment lawyer Yasmin Olivette
pointed to a darker perspective. “This is
the starkest portrait of employment bias
I’ve seen in years,” she said. “It’s like a
little club. All of the boys and girls who
took a games year are unfairly considered
over their peers who choose to go directly
to the workplace.”

Sienna Greenlawn, 24, currently a
puzzle-setter in the PCAG organisation,
indicated that Olivette’s logic was a big
part of her decision to participate in the
games year. “It just seems like the sharp
thing to do,” she said. “Was I worried
that foregoing the games might hurt

my chances of getting a great job after
school? Yes, absolutely.”

Zhi-hui  vehemently disagreed with
Olivette’s stance. “Students in the games
year get a broad exposure to skills and
significant responsibility. These
graduate students do some really hard
work as puzzle-setters, judges, events
and project manager,” he said. “These
bright young men and women build
confidence beyond their years. It’s really
no wonder at all that this early chance
to prove yourself keeps bearing rewards
throughout your career.”

Advertisement

The study focused on the income and
position of nearly a thousand Academy
graduates with  otherwise similar
academic achievements. The study also
found that students who take the games
year are more likely to gravitate toward
high-stress and high-visibility roles.
Those who remain within the Academy
are more likely to become adjunct or full
Fellows.

The so-called games year is an option
for Academy students to spend a year
seconded to the largely student-run
PCAG organisation.
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View from Earth:
Celebrity Culture

By HANNAH SAKS

Reading the
External Edition
ot = thei*Perplex
City Sentinel
over the past few
weeks has made
me realise that
our societies are
strikingly similar
in many ways,
some of which
are not entirely
favourable. Articles on singers like
Joya and her possible pregnancy draw
remarkable parallels with stories that fill
many newspapers here on Earth.

Our world seems increasingly more
concerned with the lives and loves of so-
called celebrities than the more important
issues that affect us all. Although it does
not seem that the citizens of Perplex
City are quite so concerned with which
celebrity is dating whom, how long is it
before these articles start to become more
commonplace in your newspapers?

Advertisement
In our society we are plagued with

scandalous headlines announcing break-
ups of marriages and pop groups and

our youth look at women who have
married rich sportsmen as role models.
As newspapers and TV become more and
more obsessed with these celebrities, so
the common public become more and
more obsessed with becoming a celebrity
themselves. Thus, the creation of reality
television has allowed almost anyone to
turn into a celebrity for five minutes, until
the rest of the public becomes bored with
them and look for a new idol.

Of course, just like in Perplex City,
there are many citizens of Earth who
are intelligent and not so caught up in
this obsession, but I write this article
as a warning to you, the readers of the
Sentinel -- although it is OK to admire
singers, etc., you may want to think about
whether or not it’s really so important to
know about every aspect of their lives
because you may find that one day your
news outlets no longer cover the issues
that really matter, just the latest news on
the state of a celebrity’s marriage.
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Holyoke Housed
Stolen Academy
Equipment

By PIETRO SALK

Police officials have found high-tech
equipment apparently stolen from the
Academy on the premises of the Five
of Cups bar in the Old Town. The items
were discovered during the investigation
of the recent murder of the bar’s owner,
Bernardo Holyoke.

Police Detective Helen Frye said that
the goods were found in Holyoke’s flat,
located upstairs from the bar. “They were
concealed behind a false back in a closet
and screened from scanning equipment
by an EM baffler,” she said. “Someone
was very serious about keeping these
items secret.” She said that interviews
with the bar’s former employees and
frequent patrons has already begun.

Advertisement

Frye indicated that the equipment is
primarily very expensive high-tech gear,
some still with their Academy seal and
identification numbers. Among the items
are an array of jury-rigged equipment
which she said could be used to jam keys,
security systems, or driverless vehicles.
“Going by the evidence, I’d say our Mr.

Holyoke was up to a lot of no good,”
Frye said. “This does open up another
whole avenue of investigation for us in
the murder, though, so we hope to make
more progress on the case soon.”

Academy Security Henrik Tanner
confirmed that the Academy were
aware that the items had been stolen.
“We have already been conducting an
internal investigation into these breaches
of security, and feel we have made
significant progress in strengthening our
protection against this kind of crime. We
will be working closely with the city
police department to get to the heart of
this,” he said in a written statement.

Police are searching for Holyoke’s
estranged wife, Jessica, whom they wish
to question. Anyone who knows her
whereabouts is encouraged to contact the
police.

Holyoke was found dead in his Old Town
bar in late April. No suspects have been
arrested.
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Coralhouse Dies
at 108

By JEREMY CLARIDGE

Former Academy Senior Fellow Ruth
Coralhouse died in her Ascendancy Point
flat last night at the age of 108. Coralhouse
was the Senior Fellow of the Social Sciences
department, where she pioneered early work
on Earth anthropology based on some of the
earliestcomprehensive Earthcommunications.
She retired from that position in 250.

Together with her husband, renowned
reality researcher Horatio Flynn, Coralhouse
developed the first compelling model of
convergent development, now widely called
CF Theory. Coralhouse herself described the
theory as “The way two arrows shot from
different archers can yet strike the same
target.” The pair were jointly awarded the
Ikonnikov Prize for their work in 234 and
again in 239.

Advertisement

“The pair of them really shaped our
understanding of Earth and how their societies
relate to our own,” said Professor Margaret
Wildwood, the current Senior Fellow of the
Academy’s Social Sciences Department. “I
studied under Professor Coralhouse myself
for many years. She was a wonderful, warm
person, as well as a tremendous mind. ... Even
in her last days, she remained very interested
in our latest work. She will be missed by all of
us very deeply.”

Academy Master Sente Kiteway released
a brief statement reading, “Ruth was a
magnificent human being and a pearl beyond
value to our community. Without her, I feel
the world 1s poorer by far.”

Coralhouse was the heiress to a considerable
fortune left to her by her father, Antony
Coralhouse, who had invested heavily in
the first large-scale key networks in the city.
Flynn passed away fourteen years ago, at age
94. She is survived by a son, October Flynn,
and his three children, Julius, Camilla, and
Marcus.

Coralhouse made arrangements for her own
cremation and a private family-only funeral,
to be held on Friday, May 13. Public memorial
services will be held on the Academy’s Great
Lawn on Saturday, May 14, at 2:30pm.
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Belle Saps Will to
Live

By ARLING WILSON

For months, there has been anticipatory
buzz surrounding the performance of the
classic “Absalom and Tavent” at the Majestic
Theatre. Never before has anticipatory buzz
been so completely, horrifyingly wrong. It is
the most abysmal waste of time and energy
that [ have ever had the tragic duty to endure,
in all my seventeen years with the Sentinel.
One actually felt embarrassed on behalf of
the cast and crew for bearing witness to this
astonishing act of artistic malfeasance. The
director should be rounded up and marched
sideways off the Diamond Span for actually
going through with opening night.

Advertisement

First we must address the rightfully famous
actor Andrew Norman. One expects great
things from Mr. Norman, particularly after his
dazzling work in “Yonder,” “A Cool Season,”
and “The Reflecting Pool.” I would adore to
say that he lived up to his prior achievements,
or even that he phoned in a mediocre
performance as Graham; but either statement
would be a flat lie. To say he was derivative
of the late, lamented Itza Coronada would be
an insult to all of the great performers who
have paid homage to her over the years. An
original performer might have been forgiven
this arrogance. A humble performer might
have been forgiven this lack of inspiration. As
it was, the performance was a monument to
creative incompetence.

The ensemble timing, so critical to this piece,
was sowooden thatitcould have been predicted
with a stopwatch. I have seen scenes from this

show performed by grammar school children
with more dynamic and reactive timing, and
with more passionate delivery.

Perhaps most distressingly, the popular
chanteuse Aurora Belle, said to be a fine
actress, played the role of Carmela. Ms. Belle
seemed far more interested in displaying her
costly and obvious personal charms, and not
In maintaining a pretense that she can, in
fact, act. Ms. Belle indulged in a stupendous
number of vacuous pauses, during which one
can only hope that she was receiving assistance
with her forgotten lines. The alternative, that
her brain simply ceased to function during the
show from time to time, causes one to simply
shudder with horror.

Lighting, set design, costuming, blocking?
If one were generous, one could call it trite.
If one were honest, one would call it soul-
deadening.

The one bright spot during this almost
indescribably tedious evening was the
generously long intermission, which coupled
with a well-stocked wet bar in the lobby was
the only feeble ray of light that gave one the
will to continue to live until the show was
blessedly over.

If you somehow feel you must see this
magnificent string of failures with your own
eyes, the show is running every Wednesday
through Friday at 8pm, with 2pm and 7pm
performances on Saturday and Sunday. Hurry,
it won’t be playing long.



15-MAY-o5

NEWS

* Front page

* City

* Politics

* Business

* Academy

* Sports

* PCAG

» Science

* Foreign
affairs

FOCUS
* Receda Cube
EDITORIAL

* Opinions
* Letters
* Corrections

LIFESTYLE

* Interviews

* Media

» Entertainment

* City Tour
Guide

* Futures

* Classifieds

PUZZLES

* Riddles

* Games

* Words

* Numbers

* Cryptology
* Visual

SERVICES

* About the
Sentinel

* Archives

» Subscriptions

* Masthead

* Reprints

* Advertising

* Contact us

ETRAIGHT FACTS, INTELLIGENT OPINION

lona Interviews...
Aiko Entrescore

By IONA RODIE

Aiko Entrescore welcomes me into her
cluttered studio with a wave and a smile:
“Stay right there,” she says, “I’ll show
you how to get through in a moment.”
The instructions are certainly necessary
- the floor of the studio is littered with
pieces of glass and metal, some evidently
half-finished sculptures, others possibly
simply bits of debris. As I watch, Aiko
prowls round an object on a plinth in
the centre of the studio - it’s a sphere.
Or is it? As Entrescore works, clouds of
colour flicker across the surface of the
object. For a moment it seems to become
a face, then a slowly-blinking eye, then
a revolving umbrella. Is it even a sphere
at all? At times it seems oval or even
rectangular.

This ambiguity is central to Entrescore’s
work, as she explains when we finally
manage to sit down in a somewhat-less-
cluttered part of the studio. “I believe
that all things are interconnected, you
know, on a deep level. This table, my
hand, Ascendancy Point, Captins House,
even the Earth - there’s a one-ness to
everything. That’s what I'm trying to
show with my work, that everything has
parts of everything else in it, you know?
My work is an attempt to answer the

riddle of everything we see in front of

2

us.
Advertisement

Entrescore’s answers to that “riddle”
have certainly brought her a great deal
of attention. A protegee of the acclaimed
sculptor Randal Tokei, she has been
widely exhibited across the city. Her
kinetic sculptures, with their moving
parts, subtly changing forms and even, in
some cases, the ability to communicate
with keys, have won her praise from
many quarters. The Sentinel’s arts
correspondent called Entrescore’s most
recent major exhibition, last year at the
Academy Museum, “moving, powerful
and constantly surprising.” It was, of
course, that exhibition which won her
a certain amount of notoriety. It was on
display on the night the Cube itself was
stolen.

“Yeah, that was so silly!” Entrescore
comments. “My sculptures had electronic
components; the idea was that if you
walked past them with your key tuned
in to an audio channel, you’d think you
heard whispering voices. It was cool
- spooky, you know?” Those electronic
components brought Entrescore under
suspicion from police, though, when
the Cube went missing. The sculptures
were torn to pieces, in the search for
components which might have been used
todisabletheAcademy’ssecurity systems,
or even to eavesdrop. Was Entrescore



Continued

upset by the damage to her work? “Sure,
of course. To see my work ripped apart
like that was devastating. And they kept
on interviewing me, questioning all the
time. But,” she spreads her hands wide,
“you move on, you know? You make new
work and you leave the old behind.”

And Entrescore has done just that. Not
only does she have a new exhibition
opening at the Restructure Gallery next
month, but she’s also joined the elite team
of puzzle scribes working on Academy
Master Kiteway’s “Cube retrieval
programme”. At my mention of the scribe
team, she breaks into a broad smile. “Oh
that’s so much fun! I spend so much time
working by myself that it’s great to be
working in a team - Sente’s really brought
together an incredibly diverse group of
people, with such a range of skills ... it’s
a pleasure to spend time with them. And
what a fantastic project to be working on
- communicating with a different world!”
And how has she taken to the puzzle
form? “Well, of course I was trained at
the Academy, so puzzles are part of how
I think. I’ve loved the freedom we have
at the Academy - I think you’ll see the
puzzles becoming an even more integral
part of my work.”

Certainly from what I saw in her studio,
Entrescore’s work hasn’t lost any of its
edge. Some of the pieces have a definite
resemblance to the Cube which, she
says, 1s deliberate. “The loss of such
an important artefact has implications

on all levels of our society. It draws us
together, and my work is a response to
that.” Several open-framed structures
suggest places where missing objects
may once have been and loss, too, has
become an important theme in her recent
work. As Entrescore comments: “the job
of the artist is to challenge, to startle, but
also to show us what we ourselves are
thinking - that is what makes art long-
lasting and significant. If it speaks to the
emotions, the objects, that connect us all
together.” Given the popularity of her
work, Entrescore certainly seems to be
achieving that aim.

Aiko Entrescore’s new exhibition entitled
All Things opens at the Restructure
Gallery on June 4 and runs for three
months.
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View from
Earth: Currency

Speculation
By DAVID ABIES-ALBA
Having read
Sente’s  recent

letter to the local
rabble of Cube
seekers, offering
Ate SDFIZE Ll
PCL2,000,000
for finding the
Cube, I have a
few observations
about the nature
of currency
exchange which I feel obligated to share.

The notion of ‘exchange’ is a particularly
tricky issue if there is in fact no expedient
(or even protracted) way to transfer
between Perplex City and Earth. The
economics of trading with an entity that is
totally physically removed from oneself
and all conceivable intermediate trading
partners is something that needs careful
consideration. The only good or service
of any value that it seems feasible to
transfer between Perplex City and Earth
is information. This brings up the rather
complex notion of how information can
be objectively valued such that equivalent
amounts can be traded. (Perhaps I’ll
apply to study the economics of an Earth-
Perplex City trading relationship at the

Academy ... the idea of this fascinates
me.)

A further thought and its implications:
Given the issue described above, this calls
into question how the Perplex City Leck
could ever be reasonably valued against
Earth currencies and vice-versa. Again,
since the only currently transferable good
orserviceisinformation, the equivalencies
suggested in Sente’s letter must have been
arrived at upon that basis.

There is the potential for basing an
exchange rate on the tentative notion that
some means of transferring matter to/
from Perplex City will be found at some
point. But, such a valuation would be very
dependent on progress in scientific studies
to achieve such a transfer of matter, and
the valuation of the Leck against Earth
currencies could be extremely volatile
when considering the highs and lows
encountered in the progress of research.
Presumably, Earth corporations or banks
may extend to Perplex City a line of credit
based purely on the notion that a means
of transfer will eventually be found,
and Perplex City will eventually be able
to pay back the liability. Alternatively,
a very progressive corporation might
accept payment in information ... such as
Mind Candy.

Advertisement

This actually is a somewhat ingenious
notion that makes the card business
make some sense. If Perplex City’s only
commodity that can be traded with Earth



Continued

is information (specifically puzzles, a
good which the Cube-seeking rabble
does value), then they provide puzzles
to Mind Candy (who in turn extend to
Perplex City a certain amount of credit
in incurring production costs, etc. for
the distribution of the puzzles). Mind
Candy then sells the information/puzzles
for Earth currency to the Cube-seekers,
and splits the proceeds with Perplex City
by retaining some portion of the profit
for themselves, and using some of it to
advance Sente’s cause of locating the
Cube, which will hopefully lead to the
Cube being located ... and then, this
most precious piece of information (the
location of the Cube) can then be traded
back to Perplex City, resulting in a fruitful
two-way exchange of information, with
some middleman-type profit accruing to
Mind Candy, and widespread enjoyment
for puzzle solvers occurring along the
way.

In any case, whether the valuation of
the Leck is based on the relative value
of information flowing between Perplex
City and Earth, or the speculative notion
that at some point matter will move back
and forth as well, it’s worth remembering
that changes in circumstances that
impact the information market or the
likelihood of a matter-transfer scientific
breakthrough could result in tremendous
volatility in the exchange rates. For that
reason, | suspect that valuing the prize
for locating the Cube at PCL2,000,000
(rather than in terms of some quantity of

an Earth currency) is not good practice.
While Perplex City might be willing to
place a fixed value on information about
the location of the Cube, the other factors
described above could conceivably
change the exchange rate substantially
(in either direction ... possibly to the great
benefit or detriment of their partners,
Mind Candy, who will pay the prize
out of funds collected from the sale of
puzzle cards, a quantity valued in Earth
currency).
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View from
Earth: Urban
Boundaries

By RON LENZI

Recently, I
read the article
regarding  the
development of
the  Northside
Preserve and the
subsequent poll
stating 74% of
Earth inhabitants
were against it.
As a resident
of “Eanth;, . :itkds
my opinion the confinement of “urban
sprawl” is merely a lesson in futility; a
‘stay of execution’ for natural areas.

We’re inhabitants of the planet we live on.
We use the land. If need arises, I do not
see any solution other than to use more
land to continue our expansion.

Advertisement

Populations increase. When they do,
those people require places to live, work
and shop. If we are not allowed to expand
outward, or take up park areas within
cities, the only other option I see is to
expand upward. This, however, proves
far more effort than worth.

On Earth, while we can build structures
overathousand feettall,thecostanddanger
of erecting such buildings everywhere is
not feasible. Air conditioning, electricity,
water, waste removal, and travel through
the structure would become a bigger social
and financial problem if more of these
“live/work™ towers were constructed.
Far less would be saved erecting these
structures than taking over more land for
outward expansion.

I am pleased to see a large number of
Perplex City citizens agree with the new
development. Parks and other open land
areas can exist outside of the city, and
people can visit them if they are looking
for that type of recreation. The comfort
and smooth operation of the city must be
put first, with preservation of land taking
a back seat to progress.

The View from Earth column is currently
accepting submissions from its Earth
readership. Please submit completed
articles for consideration to news@
perplexcitysentinel.com. Please include
the pen name you wish to use and a
photograph of yourself for our artists to
work from.
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Coralhouse
Bequest Shocks
Academy

By JEREMY CLARIDGE

Recently deceased Ruth Coralhouse
has left a clause in her will for a PCL45
million bequest jointly to the Academy
and the Centre for Reality Research. The
grant comes with a specific goal -- the
money must be used to develop a method
for transporting physical matter between
Perplex City and Earth, with the aim that
her ashes be transported to Greece and
scattered over the Mediterranean Ocean
on Earth.

Academy  representative  Valerian
Reynolds expressed dismay over the
request. “We do of course appreciate the
generosity that has led to this,” she said.
“But we are unsure how to proceed. The
Academy does have a policy of refusing
to be guided by conditions attached to
gifts of money.”

Advertisement

Coralhouse’s grandson and executor
of her will, J. Randal Flynn, defended
his grandmother’s plans. “There’s been
speculation they’re working on this sort
of matter transportation already,” he said.
“They surely must be, in order to return

the Cube to its place in the Museum.”

CRR researcher Gordon Caius expressed
the same dismay as Reynolds, though for
different reasons. “Who knows if this is
even safe to do?” he asked. “There’s a
hugerisk from disease and parasites on the
biological level, even assuming we could
open any sort of portal without some sort
of physics-driven catastrophe.”

Reynolds suggested that the matter may
be put before a private ethics review
board at the Academy. “This is some very
murky water,” she said, “And no sum
is enough for us to mar the Academy’s
sterling reputation for integrity and self-
sufficiency.”

Coralhouse’s will also specified, “Until
that happy day when my remains can be
sent to those fascinating lands I never
could visit in my living days, [ would like
my ashes to be kept in a replica Grecian
urn in a Greek-style temple on the Great
Lawn.”

Groundbreaking Earthologist Coralhouse
passed away last week at the age of 108.
She had been Senior Fellow of the Social
Sciences department at the Academy
until she stepped down in 250.
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New ‘The Lab’
Announced

By GAVIN CREWEL

The producers of the hit reality show, The
Lab, have announced that the new season is
to begin on June 24 in a special location north
of the city. The exact date and location of the
show have been under intense speculation for
the past months from fans and media watchers,
partly due to the extraordinary events of last
season.

While the line-up of contestants has yet to
be revealed, sources from the production
company Fraction Media indicate that among
the usual assortment of scientists, doctors and
humanities students is a PCAG finalist. If true,
this would be the first time a senior PCAG
player has participated in The Lab and is sure
to bring in a whole new audience. It is also
rumoured that the weekly puzzle challenges
will play a greater role in the show this year
in response to accusations of dumbing down,
and also involve more audience participation.

Advertisement

Evan Boch, the winner of last year’s season,
commented, “The producers will surely try
and keep tighter control of the show this
year -- they definitely don’t want any more
surprises like the speedboat fiasco, or the
cheating scandal. I’'m not sure how that’ll pan
out, but I’'m very happy that they’re placing
greater emphasis on the puzzles.” Evan
will be covering the new season of The Lab
exclusively for the Sentinel.

Now into its eighth season, The Lab has
continually evolved, starting from a risky
pilot that was condemned by academics and

social commentators alike for appealing to
the lowest common denominator, to one of
Perplex City’s most watched shows.

While The Lab has changed its format through
the years, its core concept has remained the
same -- twelve researchers are confined in a
lab complex for months to conduct research,
under constant threat of weekly eviction if they
fail at puzzle challenges, or if their research
is deemed too poor by guest professors from
the University (and recently, the Academy).
Tensions often run high in The Lab as the
producers make contestants compete for
equipment, space and a share of the weekly
budget, and the constant pressure to achieve
often results in outstanding research and
blazing on-screen romances.

In related news, at a recent media conference
the producers of The Lab mentioned they
were considering their legal options after
discovering that Earth ‘television’ companies
had apparently copied their reality show
concept.
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Joya Collapses,
Rushed to Phuah
Hospital

By JULIUS LOMAN

Popular singer Joya was rushed to Phuah
Hospital late last night and immediately
accepted into inpatient care. Reports
indicate that Joya was at a performance
of the critically panned “Absalom and
Tavent.” During the intermission, she
fell into a faint and could not be revived.
Her doctor says that she is lucid and in
stable condition now, and should be
released from the hospital by the end of
the week.

“Joya has been pushing herself very hard
lately,” said her personal physician, Dr.
[an Copeland. “She was out enjoying an
evening of theatre, and simply collapsed.
We have her under supervision now, and
expect she will be fine, provided she
gives herself time to recover.”

Advertisement

This medical emergency is only adding
fuel to the burning speculation that Joya
might be pregnant. “Let’s face it, Joya
cancelled all of her upcoming shows not
long ago, so what does she have to get
exhausted over?” said fan club president
Naomi Woods. “Of course we all have

suspicions about what’s going on in her
personal life, and we hope she knows she
has our love and support, no matter what
she’s going through right now.”

Hospital staff, speaking under condition
of anonymity, have said that Roll for
Damage singer Alejo Jackson arrived at
the hospital shortly after Joya and was
ushered up to her room immediately.
“He looks awful,” said one witness. “It’s
obvious to everybody here that he’s very
worried about her. He hasn’t left her
side for a single moment since he’s been
herees

Public reactions to Joya’s collapse have
been mixed. Rival singer Satine Noir
stated it was an attention-getting ploy to
get more press. Theatre reviewer Arling
Wilson offered the tongue-in-cheek
suggestion that it was all an act to get out
of the obligation to see the second half of
“Absalom and Tavent.”

Joya’s fiance and producer, Horace
Shockley, was reportedly not at the
hospital and could not be reached for
comment.
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Holyoke’s Wife
Found

By JEREMY CLARIDGE

The missing wife of slain barkeep Bernardo
Holyoke has been located by police living in
a Reconstructionist compound, officials say.
According to police Detective Helena Frye,
Jessica Holyoke has informally changed her
name to “Kostka” and sworn a vow to forego
all material affairs and live a life of pure
spirituality.

“Given the complicated relationship between
the government and the Reconstructionists,
we’re really at a loss for how to proceed,”
Frye admitted today. “We would very much
like to question Kostka about any knowledge
she might have regarding her late husband’s
illegal activities. ... Clearly we can’t compel
her to talk to us.”

Frye added that the police ultimately traced
Holyoke to the countryside complex by tracing
an elaborate funds transfer, through which all
of her personal assets were handed over to the

Reconstructionist organisation.
Advertisement

Police are still hoping that they can find a
means to speak with Holyoke regarding her
estranged husband Bernardo Holyoke, who
was murdered in his Old Town establishment,
the Five of Cups, a few weeks ago. Frye
indicated that since that time, the police have
unravelled a tangled skein of theft, fraud, and
high-tech crime, and are hoping that Holyoke
may have information that would allow them
to catch some big fish in the underworld.

A Reconstructionist spokesman, who refused
to identify himself, had this to say: “Kostka
is with us and with the Cube now. She has
been cleansed of the sins and memories of
her prior life, and can be of no more help to
the secular and Academic order than could a
newborn babe.” He refused to elaborate on his
statement.

PoliceLLieutenantCamdenHo,thedepartment’s
expert on the Reconstructionist cult, indicated
that he was not surprised at the connection.
“In the aftermath of the Cube theft, we’ve
found a number of Cube-based religions have
their fingers in all sorts of illegal pies.” Eight
high-profile Reconstructionist leaders were
imprisoned on conspiracy charges. The Recon
Eight, as they were popularly known, were
kept in jail for several months without bail,
but ultimately released after the case against
them fell apart.
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Next-Gen Keys
Susceptible to
Djinn

A secret report leaked to the Sentinel by
a source at Centrifuge indicates that the
next-generation key hardware unveiled
with great pomp last week is not immune
to Djinn-style attacks; in fact, the keys
are more susceptible.

“It’s like the Djinn designer knew exactly
how our tech would develop,” marveled
analyst Cora Llewellyn, of independent
technology consulting firm TechNow,
after the Sentinel showed her the report.
“If this report is accurate, then the virus’
creator was about five steps ahead of the
bleeding edge.”

According to the report, the original
Djinn, which was never fully reverse-
engineered, used aparticular vulnerability
in modern key hardware, called Magic
Lamp, to infiltrate and attack. But
previously unknown components of
Djinn also include code to attack next-
generation keys in which the old Magic
Lamp vulnerability has been closed.

Advertisement

Llewellyn explained: “The designer knew

exactly how the first-wave Djinn worked
and how it could be prevented. But the
worm appears to have been written with
those preventative measures in mind; it
makes some very smart guesses about
how we’d try to fix it, and what new
vulnerabilities this would uncover as
development progressed.” The report
estimates that, by exploiting this new
flaw, this virus can cause the same amount
of damage as the first Djinn, but in about
a fifth the time frame.

Centrifuge denied that the report was
accurate, but indicated that it has delayed
the launch of its much-anticipated Key
Extension series due to manufacturing
hangups.

The Djinn worm swept through the
Academy and some other large city
institutions last year, causing data and
productivity losses of up to PCL750m.



27-MAY-o5

NEWS

* Front page

* City

* Politics

* Business

* Academy

* Sports

* PCAG

» Science

* Foreign
affairs

FOCUS
* Receda Cube
EDITORIAL

* Opinions
* Letters
* Corrections

LIFESTYLE

* Interviews

* Media

» Entertainment

* City Tour
Guide

* Futures

* Classifieds

PUZZLES

* Riddles

* Games

* Words

* Numbers

* Cryptology
* Visual

SERVICES

* About the
Sentinel

* Archives

» Subscriptions

* Masthead

* Reprints

* Advertising

* Contact us

ETRAIGHT FACTS, INTELLIGENT OPINION

‘Earth Artefacts’
Fraudulent

By IONA RODIE

Police have arrested six people on
charges of fraudulent commerce. The
individuals, who have not yet been
identified, allegedly created replica Earth
artefacts and sold them in an underworld
market as genuine Earth items stolen
from the Academy, sometimes for up to
a hundred times the cost of materials.

Police detective Julia Albright said that
the gang took in an estimated PCL19
million from unsuspecting collectors
over the course of a year. “The business of
forged Earth artefacts is still booming, of
course,” she said. “Hopefully taking out
this lot will start to frighten away some
of the other sharps in on this game.”

Advertisement

“It’s terrible to see people so taken
advantage of,” agreed Academy
spokesman ValerianReynolds. “Onbehalf
ofthe entire Academy, let me state clearly
and for the record: there is absolutely no
means to transport items to or from Earth
at this time, and the Academy does not
have any genuine Earth artefacts in our
possession whatsoever.”

The gang specialised in clothing, bound

paper books, and cheap non-functioning
electronics. Albright said that an Old
Town warehouse full of the goods
was impounded, and will probably be
destroyed.

June Hannigan, proprietor of an upscale
Earth-replica shop, said that the items
were poorly constructed and easy for
the trained eye to see through. “If there
weren’t such a mania surrounding
the Earth and its many cultures right
now, nobody would be fooled by these
things,” she said. “Right now, people are
blinded by the possibility of being able
to touch something from such a different
world than ours, so their critical thinking
faculties are completely disengaged.”
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View from Earth:
Dependence on
Keys

By BRIAN ENIGMA

There is an inherent
danger in relying
too  heavily on
technology in
everyday life. Here
in The Sentinel’s
external edition, as
well as a handful of
other sources, we are
painted a picture of
a world dependent
upon the ubiquitous
Aeeva i “tand S i=tle
various services it provides. I am not implying
that technology is bad or evil--1 am a gadget
freak myself--just that everyone should be
cautious before relying too heavily on a single
device.

Single multipurpose gadgets similar to your
“Keys” are not currently available on Earth.
In general, people carry around a wallet for
holding money, identification, and magnetic
cards allowing access to remotely stored money.
Small pieces of notched metal, typically carried
on a loop of wire, are also carried around--our
version of a “key,” used in mechanical locks
with designs originating in the 1700’s, if you
can believe it! Not all locks are mechanical, of
course--some use combinations, magnetic cards,
radio frequencies, or fingerprints. Often, we
carry portable telephones for communication-
-the majority of which only allow talking and
simple text messages. There are also those of us
who carry around portable music players and
laptop computers.

Advertisement

Atleast when carrying around several specialize
devices there is not a single point of failure.
Surely, this seems archaic and quaint from your
point of view. “Everyone carries around that
much stuff? Can’t they just build everything
into their phone and just carry that around?”
Recognize that while we do not quite possess
the technology for an everything-in-one gadget,
our history with such things shows us that they
break at inopportune times. Earth has this nicely
wrapped up in a saying called Murphy’s Law: if
anything can go wrong, it will.

Taking Murphy’s Law into account, we see
in your “Keys” devices that, if accidentally
dropped and broken or intentionally scrambled
by criminals, prevent you from starting your
car, paying for lunch, listening to your favorite
song, or even calling a locksmith to give you
entry into your own house! Might it be better
to instead have separate tools, each with a
specialized purpose? Eventually I will lose my
wallet because such things happen. Separate
devices mean I still have a phone with which I
can call a friend to bring money as well as the
ability to call various businesses for replacement
cards. Situations like this cannot be unique to
Earth, can they?

Academic pursuits that are idealistic and lofty
are admittedly fun, but you also have to ensure
high-tech gadgets born from such research are
hardened against the circumstances of everyday
life. Great similarities exist between our two
worlds and many people here look up to yours
as being more advanced, but I have to wonder.
Eventually you have to stop searching for secret
messages in every little bit of printed text and
ensure people’s everyday technology is reliable
and robust with viable alternatives if things go
haywire.
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Hospital Begins
Renovation

By LUCAS VOORHIES

Ng General Hospital has officially
begun construction on revamping and
modernising its infectious pathogen
unit. The plan includes enlarging and
upgrading vaccine production facilities,
creating a separate triage area for
potentially contagious patients, and
adding a 200-bed quarantine zone. The
PCL78-million renovation, which is
funded by Council-provided money, is
expected to be completed by August.
“This is a great day for the city,” said
hospital spokesman Georgi Stanislav.
“As medical science has advanced, we’ve
become too passive about the possibility
of new and emergent illnesses, and let
down our guard. This improved unit will
help to identify and contain a surprise
epidemic before it can spread too far.”

Critics of the plan, such as Carrie Lopez
of Citizens for Fiscal Frugality, believe
the construction is a waste of money.
“Modern science has given us a number
of tools for quickly suppressing and
eliminating a wide range of bacterial
and viral infections. ... This ridiculous
construction is just a way for the hospital
to build public relations and for the
medical industries to line their coffers a

little more.”

City Council member Nathan Earlywine
defended the disbursement. “After
last year, I don’t think anyone can take
our city’s health for granted,” he said.
“Complacency in the face of danger is
just not the spirit of our great city.”

The hospital’s improvements were
planned by the board after a surprise
virus swept the city in early 267, leaving
hospital facilities overwhelmed. During
that epidemic, over 8,000 individuals
became sick, and at least 20 died. It was
the first time in nearly 20 years that an
infectious pathogen caught city health
authorities unprepared. “We want to be
in a position to avoid that kind of nasty
shock,” said Stanislav. “We have the
tools to prevent this kind of crisis, and
there is absolutely no reason we should
not bring them to bear.”
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Champaign
Accepted into
Competition

By ALWHIN COPI

The uproar over prodigy athlete Myra
Champaign has reached a new pinnacle, with
a specially convened committee of PCAG
officials judging in favour of allowing her to
compete. “This is a proud day for us,” said
Champaign’s father, Klaus Lowrie. “Our girl
is well within the rules, and it would be a
shame for her to not be allowed to live up to
her potential.”

Myra Champaign, 14, is the eighth youngest
player ever admitted into PCAG competition.
She handily outmatched her opponentsin trials,
and is widely recognised as being one of the
best young players on the scene since Serena
Duncan’s debut eight years ago. Typically, the
PCAG would allow her to play based solely
on her performance in her tryouts.

Advertisement

Opponents do point to a darker side of the
picture, though. “Myra may be a sweet girl, but
she is absolutely the product of enhancement.”
said Jonas Sawgrass, of the Alliance for Clean
Players, an anti-drug group. “We are going to
fight her admission tooth and claw. We don’t
have anything against her personally ... [but]
allowing her changes the level of the playing
field for everybody else.”

The controversy revolves around what
cognitive enhancement fundamentally is,
how long the effects are, and whether simply
ceasing consumption of a pharmaceutical
can be said to negate all of the effects of that
substance in the body. It is now widely known
that when Champaign was a small child, she
suffered from cognitive and developmental
disorders, which were treated with a range of
experimental enhancement medications.

“For Myra, the drugs simply allowed her to
live up to the potential she had all along,” said
Lowrie. “When her treatment stopped, she
was ten years old, and at that time she was
perfectly typical for her peer group. It was
only after she went off the enhancers that she
started to take these intellectual leaps above
and beyond her classmates.”

For now, PCAG officials seem to agree with
that stance. Champaign begins competitive
play during the June holiday exhibition
matches. The ACP will not be content to let
the matter rest. “We plan to protest every one
of her matches,” said Sawgrass. “We don’t
mind that [Champaign] had these drugs when
she needed them, but it is unfair to everybody
else to allow her to play now. We just want to
keep the sport fair and natural.”
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lona Interviews...
Henrik Tanner

By IONA RODIE

Henrik Tanner, embattled head of security for
the Academy, greets me in his office with what
can only be described as a weary smile. His
desk is piled high with papers and books; the
side table, too, looks in danger of collapse. I
notice, among the memos and project reports,
a well-thumbed copy of Sente Kiteway’s
Cryptological formulations for key security
functions, surely required reading for all the
Academy’s security personnel?

“Yes,” Tanner replies briskly, “it’s a classic in
the field. Most of us do own a copy.”

But it can’t be easy, working as head of
security for a man whose own background
lies in cutting-edge security technology?

Tanner smiles: “In some ways, it makes
everything a lot simpler. Unlike most CEOs,
Sente actually understands the difficulties and
dilemmas every security team must face. He

knows about the trade-off -- the more secure
to outsiders, the less easily accessible to
insiders. It’s good to work for someone who
understands that; makes the job easier.”

Advertisement

That must be particularly welcome, as Henrik
Tanner’s job hasn’t been easy over the past
18 months. Since the Receda Cube was
stolen early last year, the Academy’s security
department has come under increased scrutiny
both internally and in the public eye. Tanner,
who had been in position for less than a year
when the Cube vanished, has faced calls for
his resignation or dismissal. Like Master
Kiteway, though, he’s remained firm in the
face of criticism. He’s typically bullish when I
ask if Academy security has been below par.

“There’s no such thing as a perfect security
system.” He sits forward, fixing me with a
slightly pop-eyed stare. “No. Such. Thing.
Any system that has been created by people
can be broken by people. That’s just a fact of
security. Our job is to make it as difficult as
possible within the constraints of realism and
budget.”

But surely the fact that the Cube was stolen
means that the security just wasn’t tight
enough?

Tanner sighs. “Obviously I can’t discuss the
specifics of the museum’s security system. It’s
highly confidential information. Like every
other aspect of Academy security, museum
security is subject to annual review. Within
the plans as they were set up at the time, our
systems were as good as they could have
been.”

Tanner may not want to discuss the specifics of
Academy security, but other senior Academy



Continued membersdon’tfeel the same. Museum security

analysis reports were leaked to the Sentinel in
August 267, prompting angry accusations and
denials among the Senior Fellows Council
and the Adjunct Committee. They showed
that a team of four people, two of whom had
specialised skills in hardware and software,
could have taken advantage of the limitations
of'the Museum’s security systems to perpetrate
the break-in. Although this theory has been
condemned as mere speculation by Academy
authorities, it remains the best-guess theory for
the method by which the Cube was stolen.

The report also showed that the Museum
had been relying on a rather antiquated heat-
sensing mechanism, along with encrypted
electronic “k-locks.” These are extremely
specialised areas requiring unique expertise
to break, but nonetheless each is known to
have weaknesses. Wasn’t that foolhardy?
One presumes the systems have now been
updated?

“Let’s just say that no one’s going to be getting
in that way again.” Tanner frowns and refuses
to be drawn further.

And what of the future? Head of Security has
not traditionally been a high-profile role in the
Academy, but the media attention on the Cube
has put Tanner firmly in the spotlight. With
the regular press-briefings and interviews over
the past few months, he’s rapidly transforming
into something of a media professional. Has
he considered leaving the Academy to trade
on his new-found fame?

Tanner laughs. “What? Write a book? Present
some series on new developments in tech?
I’ve had the odd offer, but no, I don’t think
it’s really me. When we retrieve the Cube, and
I know we will, I’ll be quite happy to slip back
behind the scenes.”

Is he really sure about that? How can he
possibly know that the Cube isn’t lost
forever?

“I know Sente,” he replies. “That man has a
will of iron. There’s no way he’s not going to
get it back. What Sente says, happens.”

And that, it seems, is where the Academy’s
Head of Security places his trust.
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Earlywine Visits
Schools

By CORINNE HATHAWAY

Council member Nathan Earlywine has begun
his campaign for Leader of the City Council in
an unusual place -- grammar schools. “I want
to go out and actually see how the education
system is and is not working,” he said, “and
the only people who can truly tell me that are
the students.”

So far, Earlywine has visited five schools in
three days. During each visit, Earlywine has
himself taught a civics lesson, describing the
ideals of freedom and responsibility that have
shaped the city’s government. He explained
how his own experience interacting with the
Council during his games year at the Academy
formed his early political aspirations. His
lecture concludes: “I just wanted to help make
my city a better place to live, and you can
help, too.”

Advertisement

He has so far followed this lesson with
an hour-long “City Meeting,” where he
encourages the students to share their ideas on
improving the city and particularly the school
system. Topics covered have ranged from
school operating hours, the way after-school
activities are organised, and the controversial
role of technology in education. He has even
taken suggestions on how to fight the illicit
drug trade and foster more trade with other
regions of the world.

“This 1s a very shrewd move,” said political
analyst Paula Coldwell. “Parents will feel
warmly toward him for taking such a direct
interest in their children, and it very much
underlines how ... his hand-on management
style is different from [Council Leader
Camryn] Scott’s rather remote delegatory
style.”

Scott herself could not be reached for
comment on her opponent’s campaign, but
her spokesman, Kyle McForrester, pointed out
that the election is still a very long way off.
“Right now, Camryn is very busy doing the
work of the government, which the citizens
of Perplex City are paying her to do,” she
said. “It’s much too early to start playing at
politics.”
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View from
Earth: Surprise
Solidarity

By CARYATID

Personally
speaking, I'm
surprised by the
level of interest
in finding the
Receda  Cube
ofs LrEarth. el
can however
empathise with
thequestioningof
some Perplexians
of our ability to help. I agree, at first it
does seem somewhat ludicrous; a huge
and eclectic group of people, brought
together with one common goal -- to
retrieve an object and return it to people
never even heard of before.

I was lucky enough to join the masses
of people on earth ready to look for the
Cube early and have viewed our growing
ranks with both surprise and elation. As
one of the younger people attempting
to help the retrieval effort, I have often
trouble balancing outside requirements
and doing my best to help in the quest
as best I can. However, one of the best
things about our group is the community
atmosphere. If one person needs to catch
up, others will willingly paraphrase all that
has been missed to make sure everyone

is up to date. More and more people are
welcomed into our ranks daily and we
have resources to help them, many of our
number updating databases regularly and
with dedication.

Advertisement

Earth can be stereotypically seen as aplace
where physical achievements far outrank
the mental and where people would far
rather watch a game of sport than work
out mental problems, whereas those
whose talents lie more in the intellectual
regions can be ostracised or disregarded
because of that. Recently though, as I
have been going about my daily life, I've
been hearing whispers.

People are spreading the word of the
Receda Cube and Perplex City. Each
day more and more people know and are
logging online to find out more. They
genuinely want to help. This behaviour is
not, although it may seem so, an attempt
to endear ourselves to you. In fact, I'm
more surprised than anything at the sheer
goodwill that so many people have for
you.

I would be less surprised if people had
immediately noted our differences and
acted upon them, building walls between
us and making the situation far more
difficult than it is at present. Such walls
have been built before on Earth through
lack of understanding. And yet, word of
the missing Receda Cube has spread like
a fever from person to person. We come
from all backgrounds, all races, and
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all religions. We all work together on
solving puzzles. We laugh together. We
weep tears of pure frustration together.
We stay up into the small hours, together.
And then we start it all again.

Whilst many of you may dismiss us as
“an Earth-dwelling rabble of ad hoc
Cube-hunters” (and I know that not
all of you think that of us) you may
want to consider and then treasure the
affinity that many citizens of earth feel
for Perplexians, despite the somewhat
fractured affinity that is often returned.
You could do far worse.
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Council Report:
Flooding Harmed
Crops

By NATASHA VALLIERE

This year’s unusually heavy spring
rainfall caused significant damage to
grain crops, causing the City Council
concerns about a run on prices for wheat,
corn, and barley-based products through
next year. “We are considering the
agricultural situation to see what course
of'action causes the least disruption to the
populace,” said Council member Kyra
Anghanda. The expected harvest could
be as little as 70% of an average year,
with wheat suffering the biggest losses.

Asource fromthe Office ofthe Council has
indicated that the city is negotiating with
several of its neighbours to temporarily
institute grain imports, though the move
is by no means universally popular.
The city has not imported food on a
meaningful scale at any point in the
modern age, excluding import of exotic
fruits and vegetables which fare poorly
in the local climate.

Advertisement
The Perplex City Farm and Agricultural

Consortium, which represents farmers
throughout the region, has already begun

to lobby against the imports. “If we do
import grain this year, this means that
we will make even less for our share
of the crop. Bad enough that nature is
against us, why should the prices be, as
well? ... It’s just not fair,” said Raphael
Klein, a spokesman for the organisation.
“Not only that, but it would be awful to
break the city’s historic standard for self-
sufficiency. This is a very bad precedent
to set.”

Anghanda did admit that the city is
in negotiations, but declined to give
specifics due to the sensitive nature of
the discussions. She did defend the move,
however: “The Council has to work
toward the greatest good, and so we have
to decide if it’s in the best interests of the
city to let the farmers make a good profit
this year, or to let even the poorest citizens
continue to afford basic sustenance.”

She also indicated that the Office of the
Council is currently analysing several
tariff plans for grain imports that could
keep prices overall from shooting
skyward, while still allowing local
agricultural concerns to make ends meet
for this year. “We are only working
toward whatever is best for all of the
city,” Anghanda said.
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Holiday Fun
Schedule

As the city gears up for celebrating the
onset of summer, it can be difficult to
keep track of all of the exciting activities
and events taking place. Following is the
City’s annual guide to this year’s major
holiday activities, to help plan your own
holiday. Direct your key to any event
you are interested in for more specific
information.

Academy Cube Hunt

The Academy has reinstituted its annual
Cube Hunt on the Great Lawn this year.
Children under 13 may search the lawn
for brightly-coloured replica cubes
concealed throughout the lawn, with
prizes and refreshments for all. June 14.
Begins at 10am and continues through
the day.

Solstice Gambol

This annual ramble around the 120-
mile perimeter of the city is described
by its participants as “exhilarating and
exhausting.” The route will go down
through Catbite this year, then loop
around the city through the forests to
the north. Bring your own camping
equipment. This year, the Gambol begins
at Alchemy Beach on June 11 at 9am.

Strawberry Festival

Delicious spring fun at the Artists’
Quarter! The Strawberry Festival and
street fair will run from June 11 clear
through to June 21. The festival includes
dancing, music, and of course dozens
of strawberry dishes for sale by local
vendors. Arts and crafts will be on
display. Children are welcome.

Country Carnival

White Cow Farm, Dancing Fields Farm,
and HarvestWay have joined forces to
put on a traditional country carnival, June
15 through June 30. Traditional dances
will be taught, and competition will be
held in quilting, herding, riding, and
cooking. Winners of last year’s crafting
competitions will be on display.

Old Town History Days

See the way our forefathers lived with
this re-enactment of the Old Town as
it once was. Locals dress up as ancient
Academicians, with beer flowing and
pie baking at nearly every street corner.

Tournaments in chess and backgammon
will be held.



Continued Beach Carnival
Following the Spring Gambol this year is
a week-long carnival at Alchemy Beach,
June 13 through 21. The highlight will be
the June 21 artists’ competition, where each
artist 1s challenged to make the best and
most interesting work of art constructed
solely from objects found upon the beach
that morning. Food, dancing, and games
will be available.

PCAG Exhibition Matches

This year, the PCAG Exhibition matches
will be held in an open-air venue at
Polygon Park. Tickets must be purchased
for each match in advance.

Concert in the Park

The City Council is sponsoring a series
of evening concerts in Azad Park. This
year, performers include Roll for Damage,
the PCSO, and Jam One. No tickets are
required, but seating is on a first-come
basis, as available.

Balloon Release

On Solstice Day, there will be a silent
balloon release at Creation Park. In past
years, these biodegradable balloons have
been found as far as 500 miles away!
This year, the balloons will be filled with
wildflower seeds and small paper slips with
messages of hope and peace written by
city schoolchildren. Ceremony scheduled
for dawn.
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PCBC Heir-
Apparent for CEO
Post Chosen

By ALWHIN COPI

PCBC has formally announced that
when CEO Jonathan Smart steps down
this fall, his replacement will be Walter
Cove-Houghton, who has served as
CTO of the PCBC for the last four years.
Spokesman Cory Clary explained at the
press briefing, “The PCBC feels that in
these times of increasing reliance on
technology, it is best for our CEO to
be a person who really understands the
intersection of finance and technology.”

Senior Managing Director Giordana
Moore of the PCX, who had been
considered a front runner for the post,
said the appointment was a bold and risky
move for the venerable organisation.
“Clearly the PCBC is trying to position
itself for the future,” she said. “We all
know Walter has a great understanding
of tech, especially the security needs of
key and encryption tech, but I’'m not so
certain he has the best vertical grasp of
the banking industry itself. ... We’ll have
to wait and see how this plays out.”

Advertisement

Trip Scott, COO of the PCBC, also

considered a short-list contender for the
CEO job, said that he thought the move
was an excellent choice. “Look, I could
have pulled hard and had that job, but it
wouldn’t have been the best thing for the
bank,” he said, in an unusually candid
interview. “It’s clear that our society has
been undergoing some heavy innovation,
and the bank has not been keeping up as
well as it should. ... I'm too conservative
at heart to make the hard decisions we
need to keep the PCBC on top. Walter is
the man who can do it, and I’'m behind
him one hundred percent.”

According to Clary, the bank will begin
a 90-day transition period, with Smart
officially stepping down in September.
“Of course, he will remain available to
the bank as a valuable knowledge asset,
and he will be remaining on the board,”
Clary said.

Beforejoiningthe PCBC, Cove-Houghton
was president of his own security firm,
Cove-Houghton Consulting, founded
in 248. He sold the consulting firm to
his sister, Rose Cove-Houghton, upon
leaving.
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View from Earth:
Prodigal Prodigy

By VLAD FIREFOX’ DUMITRU

Thriving black
market,cognitive
ern-hain’ ¢ e 18
and illegal
stimulants,
corruption at the
highest level, a

world  tearing
asunder’ -- it
almost  sounds

like a movie tag-
line, but you are
all living it.

Initially I as well as others scoffed (and
rightly so) at the idea that our two societies
are even remotely similar. You all not only
prized but encouraged intelligence in all
aspects of your life. Where the prowess
of the mind is more treasured than that
of the body. War, crime, hunger, poverty,
disease, all of these things we see absent
from your society. There is no prejudice or
racial disharmony between your citizens,
your higher technology is made available
to all, and it would seem that this is the
perfect world. But we have a saying here
on Earth: appearances can be deceiving.

Of late, more and more of the articles in
the Sentinel point out to the layer beneath
this seemly tranquil society of prosperity.

Beneath this surface a battle for the core
values and future of your society is being
fought. Drugs, murder and intrigue. Now
you’re starting to talk our language. We
Earthlings prize power above all things.
And any means by which to achieve this
power, will be exhausted. Our history is
drowned by the blood of our forefathers,
shed in battle.

Advertisement

At this very moment on Earth, there
are countries at war, soldiers officially
fighting for freedom, unofficially fighting
to stay alive. Drugs, the illegal narcotics
trade has plagued the major and minor
nations of Earth for decades now. And
whilst our drugs are in general cognitive
dis-enhancers, causing severe health
problems and an addictive dependency to
all users, they are as detrimental to our
society as your drugs are to yours. Crime
and murder, as well as the black market
for all rare goods is the undercurrent
which many of us choose to ignore day
to day. We cover ourselves in the blanket
of ignorance, and look further within our
own personal lives, lest we see the world
as it truly is around us. Television, media,
and lies now go hand in hand. I hope you
can clearly see how our situations are
drawing closer to the same common point.
We had a point of divergence sometime in
our past, where our shared histories took
different paths.

Maybe that point is coming again, and
our futures are soon to be intertwined.
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Prime example, the most recent article
“Champaign Accepted into Competition”
by Alwhin Copi, hits closer to home than
many of you would suspect. Whilst drug
cheats in all forms of Earth sports are
highly unwelcome to say the least, the
moral implications of children and sport
enhancing drugs has also been a quandary
in our society. Too many young children,
wanting to follow in their idols footsteps
or gain access to a better education
through their sporting merits, look at
drugs as an easy alternative. What is
even sadder is that often it is with their
parent’s approval or guidance that they
take these steps. But there again rises
another similarity, which it would seem
plagues all of humanity, where-ever it
may call home: the need to succeed, at
all costs.
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Northside
Preserve

Development
Killed

By GARIMA KING

An anonymous group of private investors
calling themselves the Nature Trust
have entered into a deal with the city
to purchase the newly rezoned areas of
the Northside Nature Preserve for an
undisclosed amount, with the intention
of holding the land to keep it free from
development. Camryn Scott, Leader
of the City Council, stated at a press
conference that the offer was nearly
double that of the next-highest group of
developers.

“Given how much these citizens of
conscience were willing to sacrifice in
order to prevent this development, we
on the Council entered private debates
about whether to allow the development
plan to be circumvented in this fashion.
... At the end of the day, we did vote six
to three to allow this sale to proceed,”
Scott said.

Advertisement
A press release from Nature’s Trust

indicated that the group came together and
pooled funds specifically in order to “keep

the land wild and safe from encroaching
urbanisation.” The statement also said,
“We should never be expanding into new
wild areas when there are entire blocks of
homes and businesses standing empty in
the Old Town. This area, with its dazzling
views of Catbite, should be premium real
estate, and we encourage the Office of
the Council to formulate a plan to renew
this area with the proceeds from the sale
of the Northside wildlands.”

Although Scott would not give specific
information regarding the condtions of
the sale, “part of the deal includes the
Office of the Council spending additional
funds on trying to gentrify some of the
decayed areas of Old Town, yes,” agreed
Scott.

Lorelei Park, CEO of Park Realty Corp.,
a subsidiary of Mobius Development
Corp., claimed that the deal will prove
to be a huge mistake in coming years.
“The city is just crying out for new
space,” she said. “If we can’t come up
with new places to build very soon, then
businesses will start to leave Perplex City
for outlying areas. It’s a real mistake, a
terrible mistake.